Week beginning 15th November 2021ntroduction

Dear Parent/Carer
This week saw our Remembrance service in school and 2 minutes’ silence observed by our staff and
students on Thursday. Each year I am blown away by the respect and honour our students have for our
armed forces and service personnel, no more so than this year. I am so very proud of all of our students
(and staff!) and I know that this meant an enormous amount to those of us who have loved ones, friends
and colleagues who have served or are serving. Thank you to all of our community for the love and
respect shown on Remembrance day and Remembrance Sunday.
We follow this important week with another important focus - next week is the national Anti-Bullying week
and we are asking our community to wear odd socks for the day on Monday (see below) to raise
awareness and support for this important charity and it’s work. Thank you in advance for supporting this on
Monday.
Have a great week!

Tom Macdonald
Headteacher
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Home Testing Kits

Anti Bullying Week

J Wilkes

J Airey

Covid 19 Lateral Flow testing numbers were
lower than anticipated on our return and we
cannot stress how important it is to log the results
with us. Could we please ask all parents to
continue to support the home testing programme
for students to take two tests a week.
Cases are on the rise in the local community and
we want to do everything we can to prevent
transmission through school. The new Flowflex
testing kits no longer require a throat swab and
students only need to test using a nose swab.
Please read the instructions before using these
and ensure students take a test on Sunday 14th/
Monday 15th November before coming back to
school.
Testing is only voluntary and students who have
tested positive for Covid in the last 90 days do
not need to take these tests until the 90 days
have passed. Kingswinford Academy will send
out weekly reminders for testing on Wednesday
and Sunday evenings and the test register will
also send out a morning reminder on Thursday
and Monday. Please log your results on
TestRegister.
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On Monday 15th November as our way of
showing our support for Anti-Bullying week 2021
we are asking students to come to school as
normal but wear an odd pair of socks for a
donation of £1.00.
The brightest and boldest will win a prize and
earn 30 house points for their house, per year
group. All donations will be donated to the
Anti-Bullying Alliance registered charity (No.
258825). We will also have a football penalty
shootout and Basketball shoot challenge on
Tuesday and Wednesday break time.

Influenza (Nasal Flu) immunisation
for students Y7-11
J Wilkes
‘Flu Vaccinations are taking place in school on
Monday 15th November. Thank you to those
parents who have completed and returned their
consent forms. Taking part in the ‘flu vaccination
programme will help support our NHS during
what many expect to be a challenging winter
season and we encourage all who feel able to
take this important vaccine.

Sporting Fixture Results

Elevate Education

S Holder

E Wilkinson
Want to know how to help your child improve
their memory, or get ready for exams?

Well done to everyone who took part in our
Sporting fixtures this weekThe results were:
U14 Girls Football v Summerhill - Lost 7-1
Well done to our Year 7 students who took part in
their first Football tournament representing
Kingswinford Academy this week.
We had 5 narrow defeats and we secured two
0-0 draws.

Then join us on Tuesday 16th November and
Tuesday 30th November at 6.00pm as Elevate
Education hosts two free webinars for the school
community. On the 16th November, they'll show
you why students forget content in exams and give
you 3 easy-to-use memory skills to never forget
content again! On the 30th, they'll show you
Elevate's 3-step process for effective exam
preparation, and how to manage your time in the
build-up to an exam.
To register for either (or both!) of Elevate's FREE
60-minute webinars click here.
Elevate is a global education organisation working
with the school and over 1-million students to
improve their study skills and boost academic
performance. You can learn more about them at
www.uk.elevateeducation.com or follow them at
www.facebook.com/ElevateParentsUK/

Other schools included :
Bishop Milner
Beacon Hill Academy
Pegasus
The Link
Leasowes
Windsor High
Summerhill

Dudley Youth Awards
T Macdonald

No winners/losers. It was solely for participation
purposes and for an extra experience for
students who don't usually get the opportunity to
represent the school in a sporting context.
The priority for the students was to have a smile
on their faces during and at the end.

Nominations are now open for the annual Dudley
Youth Awards. The awards aim to recognise and
celebrate all the amazing young people in the
borough for their hard work, dedication and
achievements. Find out more about the award
categories and make a nomination on the
Council website.
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Dudleyyouthawards
Talent show acts wanted
Do you know any talented young people who
would like to perform at the Dudley Youth
Awards? Talent show acts wanted, aged 11-25,
who live or go to school in Dudley borough. Get
in touch. Send your name, age and act to:
youthcouncil@dudley.gov.uk
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The letter includes information about the
vaccination, including helpful guides for yourself
and for children and young people.

Safeguarding Update
S Fletcher

The school is simply passing this information to
you and any further questions about this should
be directed to the NHS.

Career of the week
N McFarlane

Internet Watch Foundation has produced an
online guide for parents and carers on making
sure your home doesn’t have an open door to
sexual abusers. You can read this document
here

Message from Dudley Local Authority
regarding COVID-19 Vaccinations for
12-15 Year olds
Dudley Local Authority has forwarded further
information to us from the NHS about other
opportunities to access a Covid-19
vaccination for your child. This is separate
from the school-based vaccination
programme which is still being completed.
The letter below (pages 9 & 10) explains how you
can get a vaccination for your child at walk in
centres, with no appointment, at :
●
●
●

Tipton Sports Academy, Wednesbury Oak
Road, Tipton DY4 0BS
Saddlers Vaccination Centre Walsall,
WS2 9NW
Cardiac Rehab Gym, City Hospital,
Dudley Road, Winson Green B18 7QH

ASPIRE Graduate Programme - Year
7 Home Activity
J Wilkes
The family activity for year 7 students will be
introduced in form time next week.

It also tells you how you can book using the
National Booking System.
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Remembrance Day Poetry Competition
Well done to all of our Key Stage 3 students who submitted their poems. The final five have been
shortlisted. Which one is your favourite?
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Message about National Express West Midlands
For those of you who wish to make use of the No. 17 bus service you will know that we have
been working with National Express West Midlands to seek improvements to the timetable and
service.
They have now put in a new service for the school (No.17S) which they intend to support our
students from 14th November. Ali Bell, our contact at NEWM, has sent us this message:
I wanted to give you notice of a new journey we've put into the 17 bus service, starting on 14
November 2021.
It's called the 17S. ("S" indicates a school service.)
Members of the public will be able to board this, but it is designed to meet the morning school
times. We operate "S" services like this all over the West Midlands, and we usually find non-school
customers will go for an earlier bus/wait for the next one - leaving the S for the students.
This journey will operate via Milking Bank & Stickley, so students won't need to change buses at
Gornal between the 27 & 17, before continuing via Ashwood Park to Stourbridge.
Please find attached a timetable.
I hope this helps improve the situation - and I'm really sorry it's all been so difficult.
Kind regards
Ali Bell

The new service affects particularly the morning service and I would value anyone affected’s
views on how this might impact on the journey. I will be continuing to seek adjustments to the
evening timetable to support the return journey and note that these timings appear to have been
adjusted too - please do share your views on these with me and the school. I would like to
apologise, too, for cancelling a proposed meeting about the timetable at the school - for a variety
of reasons this has proved challenging, but I would still like to schedule this with parents and will
seek to be in touch shortly to arrange this.
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Message from Dudley LA re Vaccinations
Dudley Local Authority has forwarded further information to us from the NHS about other
opportunities to access a Covid-19 vaccination for your child. This is separate from the
school-based vaccination programme which is still being completed.
The below letter explains how you can get a vaccination for your child at walk in centres, with no
appointment, at :
●
●
●

Tipton Sports Academy, Wednesbury Oak Road, Tipton DY4 0BS
Saddlers Vaccination Centre Walsall, WS2 9NW
Cardiac Rehab Gym, City Hospital, Dudley Road, Winson Green B18 7QH

It also tells you how you can book using the National Booking System.
The letter includes information about the vaccination, including helpful guides for yourself and for
children and young people.
We have been requested to pass this information to you by Dudley Local Authority and any
further questions about this should be directed to the NHS.
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Calendar
Week Beginning 15th November

Monday 15th

● Odd Socks day
● Flu Vaccinations Year 7 - 11 (all day in Sports Hall)

Tuesday 16th
Wednesday 17th
Thursday 18th
Friday 19th

Week Beginning 22nd November
Monday 22nd
Tuesday 23rd

● Covid Vaccinations (Sports Hall)
● Covid Vaccinations (Sports Hall)

Wednesday 24th
Thursday 25th
Friday 26th

Advance notice

● Conference Rehearsal 11:00am - 12:00pm
● Student Senate Summit

● Disaggregated INSET Day (school closed to
students) 29th November
● Year 11 Mock Results Day 1st December
● Christmas Dance Production 8th December
● INSET Day - WAT Conference 10th December
● Form Tutor Parent's Evening (Years 8 & 10) - Early
finish for students 14th December

13

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Dudleyyouthawards
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