Week beginning 1st November 2021ntroduction

Dear Parent/Carer
I hope you have all been able to enjoy a good half term, many of you, I know, taking the much needed
opportunity to take missed holidays. It has been an important break for the staff too, but importantly for our
community it has been a ‘firebreak’ for schools from COVID-19.
I know that we will all be getting tired of hearing and talking about COVID, however it remains critically
important to schools. Some of our neighbouring schools have had significant outbreaks, and before the
break the numbers in our own school were on the rise. We know that the rates nationally are increasing
and we are determined to try and maintain our school as a place for students to learn with a minimum of
disruption. There are, then, no changes to our operations in school, aside from my encouragement for
students and staff to wear masks in social areas, but I would like to encourage all students and parents to
engage with the testing programme - this is the best way to limit the spread of COVID-19 in our school.
Please do, then, encourage your child to take their 2 weekly tests on a Monday morning and Thursday
morning (or preceding evening) and then record their results on our system. This is especially important
this week as we return so that we can start safely after the break.
You will also have seen we have passed on letters from the NHS regarding the vaccine programme for
schools and a reminder that the NHS are visiting our school to offer all students aged 12-15 vaccines (with
parental consent) on the 22nd and 23rd of November. The Education Secretary has also requested
schools share a letter from him to parents regarding this programme. You can see this later in this bulletin.
A final reminder that our start time after the half term is slightly delayed - school will begin at 9.15am on
Monday 1st November for students to allow for some essential safeguarding updates for all of our staff.

Tom Macdonald
Headteacher
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Home Testing Kits

Ipads for Learning
G Fendek

J Wilkes

Over the past month we have been contacted by
parents/carers asking when the iPad for learning
portal will be available again for them to order a
charge at home iPad.
Could we please ask all parents to continue to
support the home testing programme for students
to take two tests a week. Although voluntary, this
is a vital tool in identifying asymptomatic positive
cases and could prevent outbreaks of Covid-19,
which will cause disruption to students'
education.
Cases are on the rise in the local community and
we want to do everything we can to prevent
transmission through school. The new Flowflex
testing kits no longer require a throat swab
and students only need to test using a nose
swab. Please read the instructions before using
these and ensure students take a test on Sunday
31st October/ Monday 1st November before
coming back to school.
Testing is only voluntary and students who have
tested positive for Covid in the last 90 days do
not need to take these tests until the 90 days
have passed. Kingswinford Academy will send
out weekly reminders for testing on Wednesday
and Sunday evenings and the test register will
also send out a morning reminder on Thursday
and Monday. Please log your results on
TestRegister.
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I am pleased to announce that the portal will now
remain open till Sunday 31st October 2021, as
per our previous communications.

Sporting Fixture Results
S Holder

Well done to everyone who took part in our
Sporting fixtures in he last week of the half term
week. The results were:
Rugby
Monday Y10/11 vs Haybridge - Won 53-52
Thursday Y9/10 vs Windsor/Kinver - Lost
Football
Monday Y8 vs Oldbury - Lost 8-4
Tuesday Y7 vs St Peters - Lost 5-3 & Y10 vs
Summerhill - Lost 2-0
Wednesday Y10 vs Gospel Oak - Won 3-0 & Y11
vs St Michaels - Lost 3-1
Netball
Wednesday Y8 vs Pegasus - Won 6-0 & Y9 vs
Pegasus - Won 9-4

Wellbeing Hub

Year 7 Scholarship Programme

R Maybury

N Abel

Our Student Wellbeing Ambassadors were
delighted to open our new Wellbeing Hub this
week! Students can drop in at break and/or lunch
to chat with trained peers about anything that
might be worrying or upsetting them.

ASPIRE Graduate Programme - Year
7 Home Activity
J Wilkes
For the first half term, our Year 7 students have
been acquiring character virtues and learner skills
on a weekly basis in order to successfully
graduate this programme by Christmas.
Many families have completed and sent in-home
activities that shows how our local community
can come together to support the personal
development of our students.
On our return after half term, our students will be
learning about being Creative. The activity for
families to complete at home if they so wish to do
so is as follows:
Create
an
A4 biography poster/collage
celebrating someone who used their creativity to
change the world. (Maybe you aspire to be like
them)
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We have launched the Kingswinford Academy
Year 7 Scholarship programme this week! Please
see the exciting projects and opportunities that
are available to our Year 7 students in the Art,
Music, PE and Languages google classrooms!
Please don't forget the deadline for all
applications is Friday 12th November! This is a
fabulous opportunity for Year 7 students to
nurture their talents in Art, Dance, Languages,
Music and PE. Students who are selected will
participate in an array of experiences, working
with our fantastic teachers and building
partnerships with professionals within the Arts,
Sports and Languages industries.
Please contact Miss Abel if you require any
further details.

Maths Club

Safeguarding update

H Lewis

S Fletcher

Please see the below information with links to a
host of really important safety advice.
With many organised displays cancelled again
this year, many families will be thinking of having
displays at home.
But do we all know how to buy safely and avoid
unlicensed sellers?
Do we know what precautions to take to avoid a
serious accident?
And would we know what to do if the worst
happened?
Our new fireworks advice hub makes it easy for
you to share safety messages with families.
You’ll find:
Fireworks buying guide – to help families avoid
dangerous fireworks.

Consent for Use of Images
P Guest

Fireworks safety tips – essential tips for families
doing their own display.

Students over the age of 13 can give their own
consent for the use of their images on our social
media platforms and around school.

Lessons for little ones – a downloadable resource
to help you teach children about safety.

We will, however, endeavour to check for
parental consents on the on the data sheets
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●
●

Warning to parents – a real story to share.
In an emergency – good first aid will
reduce the likelihood of lifelong scarring.

House Updates

points. I’d like to give a special mention to our
front runners in each year group:

Sadly, due to some staff absence, some of our
house updates are a little shorter than usual - we
expect a normal service to resume for the next
full updates before Christmas!

Year 7 - Lola has achieved a massive 103 house
points this term after only beginning with us in
September - this is a huge achievement!
Year 8 - Ptolemy has achieved 87 house points
this term, including a range of different points
from both learner skills and character virtues.
Year 9 - Ben has achieved 74 house points this
term
Year 10 - Zainab has 78 house points, this is
brilliant in your first year of GCSE’s.
Year 11 - Liv has achieved 65 house points,
amazing work in your final year.

Helium
Positive points - 9299 (at
the time of writing 20th
October)
Attendance 93.32%
Competitions - Art
Competition - Superb entries from Sowaibah
Asrar in 7.7H and Isabel Evans in 7.8H

Keep up the brilliant work to all of Neon’s
amazing students!!

Chad Oseland 10.7H is playing for Nottingham
Forest FC in their academy as well as doing his
KS4 studies
Maddie Jeffs 11.7H is training to be a dance
examiner at weekends and is performing a lead
role in We Will Rock You with WBOS Theatre
group
Izzy Evans 7.8H has been attending a creative
writing club every week and her work is
outstanding. She is definitely going to win the
Booker Prize in the future!
Imogen Jeffs 7.8H is also performing in WBOS
We Will Rock You
Sowaibah Asrar in 7.7H is currently on 99 house
points and 0 negatives. Amazing!
Issy Fox 8.8H has landed a lead role in the
schools production of Sister Act’

Neon
What a fantastic half term it
has been for Neon. We are
already well on the way to
winning the house cup this
year based on our house

As a house we have a grand total of… 10,219
house points!
This is amazing and puts us top of the
leaderboard in front of all the other houses.
Alongside this, we have 215 students in the
house who have attended school every single
day and have achieved 100% attendance. Well
done to Neon and let's keep up the good work
and maintain our place at the top!
During the half term we have had a few real
successes in Neon House! Not only have our
students represented the school in various
fixtures and events such as boys and girls
football, netball and dance, but have only
achieved great things outside of school! We have
Dylan in Year 11 who has been selected to
represent the Welsh Exiles in Rugby for the first
time, look out for his name in the future! We've
also had Lacey in Year 8 putting in some fantastic
performances in netball, most recently scoring 5
goals in a single match and leading the team to a
victory! Finally, we have the next Karate Kid, Izzy
who has just passed her Green Belt grading.
Congratulations to those students and all others
in Neon that are aspiring to reach their personal
potential this year!
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Argon

Krypton

Positive points - 12539
Attendance 92.75%

Positive points -12,759
Attendance 93.50%

ARGON SUCCESSES THIS TERM

KRYPTON SUCCESSES THIS TERM

Freya Chrimes has been attending Muay Thai
classes regularly, extremely proud of her.
Priya Tamber in 75A is currently on 122 house
points and 0 negatives. Congratulations on an
amazing first half term!

Abby Williams competed in the Nuneaton &
Eaton regional swimming meet and came away
with 5 golds, 2 silvers and 4 regional times!

Holly Page, Daniel Harrison, Methuli
Ravikamura, Thomas Baker, Emily Clarke,
Bethany Higgit, Ben Cochrane, Olivia Beresford,
has landed roles in the schools production of
‘Sister Act’
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Jenson Stretton has been selected to play for the
Wolves academy. He is doing exceptionally well
at balancing his studies with his training
programme.
Joey Kitson, Maddison Brigdale, Daisy Jones
and Miya Roberts and Erica Stewart have landed
lead roles in the schools’ production of Sister Act.
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Calendar
Week Beginning 1st November

Monday 1st

● Return to school (Late start for students - 9:15am)
● Year 11 Mocks begin

Tuesday 2nd
Wednesday 3rd
Thursday 4th
Friday 22nd

Week Beginning
Monday 8th

● Year 11 Mock exams-all week

Tuesday 9th
Wednesday 10th
Thursday 11th

● Conference Rehearsal 11:00am - 12:00pm

Friday 12th
Advance notice

● Flu Vaccinations Year 7 - 11 (all day)- 15th November
● INSET Day (school closed to students) 29th
November
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Education Secretary writes
to parents about
vaccinations for 12 to 15
year olds
Dear parents, carers and guardians,
It remains my top priority as Education Secretary to protect education and make sure children are
spending as much time as possible in the classroom.
Last month, the UK Chief Medical Officers recommended that the government extends the offer of a single
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine to all 12-to-15-year-olds. This has been approved as safe and effective for
this age group by the UK medicines regulator, the MHRA.
It is estimated that this country’s world leading vaccination programme has saved more than 120,000
lives. Vaccinations are building a wall of defence across the country and it is important that as many young
people as possible take up the offer so we can continue to keep these defences strong.
Young people aged 12 to 15 can now book an appointment using the NHS book a vaccination service.
Where possible, appointments should be booked outside of school hours to avoid missing school.
Getting the vaccine is one of the best things young people can do to protect themselves and those around
them – and I want to encourage you to consider the new option for them to have their jab at a vaccination
centre locally, as well as the option to have it in school.
Having the vaccine makes us all less likely to catch the virus and less likely to pass it on and so will be
important in ensuring children can do the things they love like seeing their grandparents during the
Christmas holiday. Young people who get COVID-19 will miss school, and may spread it to others. That is
why we are encouraging you all to support your children to get vaccinated.
The school-based COVID-19 vaccination programme has already vaccinated nearly half a million young
people and visited thousands of schools. If your child is 12 or older on the day the vaccinations are taking
place in school, they will be able to access a vaccine.
Further information about vaccinations for 12-15-year-olds can be found at the NHS website here.
It is also particularly important that young people take a COVID-19 test and report the result before
returning to school after the half-term break, helping make sure we keep the virus out of education.
Together, we’ll beat this virus and protect the education of our children.
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