Kingswinford Academy Parent Bulletin
8th
- 12th March 2021
Introduction

Dear Parent/Carer
Welcome back! I am so pleased that we are, at long last, able to open our doors next week to our students
and we look forward to a return to a little more normality - at least within education. Of course, it will not
quite be ‘normal’ as we will retain all of the COVID-safe approaches we had introduced last term, and
update one or two of them (details below) so that we can keep our community as safe as possible and
limit the spread of Coronavirus.
We are, of course, reliant on your support in keeping our site as free from COVID-19 as possible and hope
that you will impress upon your children the importance of continuing to follow the lockdown restrictions
despite the reopening of schools.
You should have received a letter this week detailing exactly when your child should return to school for
(a) their initial Asymptomatic test (if you have given consent for this - consent forms can be completed
here) and (b) their start date for school. I have detailed a range of information to answer many of the
questions you may have about this return to school below and thank you in advance for your continued
support and patience whilst we coordinate this complex programme of testing and return to school.

Tom Macdonald
Headteacher

1

Contents
Introduction
Asymptomatic Tests
Return to School
School Uniform
Masks in School
Year 11 GCSE Consultation Results
Emerging Stronger
Return of Digital Devices
Symptom Free Testing for All
Free School Meals
Site Development
Online Safety
Calendar
Notices from Dudley Local Authority

2

Asymptomatic Tests

Return to School

All students are invited to participate in the testing
programme on their return to school. 3 Tests are
offered on a schedule: the first will take place prior
to each student returning to school; the second and
third will take place following their return to school.
The schedule for testing is outlined in the letters that
can be found here. For the initial tests on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday next week, students will
need to arrive at the specific time detailed in the
letters for their form group to avoid any unnecessary
delay. For this first test, students need not wear
school uniform, but as they may be required to wait
for a short time outdoors, they should dress
appropriately for the weather. All students should
wear a mask unless exempt. Please note that if your
child has one of the Coronavirus symptoms
(persistent cough, high temperature or loss of taste
or smell) they must not attend their test and should
instead remain at home and arrange a ‘PCR’ test at a
national test centre.

Year 11 students will return to school as a priority
and should start school on Tuesday 9th March at
9.00am.

J Wilkes

T Macdonald

Following the initial test, two further tests will be
conducted through the school day following student
return. After this point all students will be provided
with home testing kits and provided with training
and instructions on how to conduct tests at home
twice a week.
Please note all participation in the testing
programme - whilst strongly encouraged - is
optional
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All other year groups will start following the
completion of the first round of asymptomatic tests
on Thursday 11th March at the following times.
Year 7 - 8.40am
Year 8 - 8.30am
Year 9 - 8.40am
Year 10 - 8.30am
The school day will follow the same pattern as that
in term 1 with Years 8 & 10 departing at 2.50pm;
Years 7 & 9 departing at 3.00pm and Year 11
departing at 3.20pm.
Students should attend school on their return in full
school uniform. Please make sure that students do
not arrive to school any more than 10 minutes early
and wear a mask on entry to the school (unless
exempt)
A reminder that we return to school in week 2 of our
timetable.

School Uniform

Masks in School

Whilst I know that the main priorities in returning
students to school are the safety of our students and
wider community, and the continued strong
education of our young people, we are keen to
return students to consistency and normality as
rapidly as possible and our approaches to basic
expectations (such as school uniform, the use of
mobile phones etc) will be resumed as soon as
possible.

As before we require all students (unless they are
exempt) to bring masks into school each day. This
helps to prevent the spread of Coronavirus and
protects, not only our students, but their families
and our staff too.

S Fletcher

T Macdonald

To reduce challenge for all of our students, please
support us in trying to ensure that they wear the
correct uniform and shoes, refrain from using their
mobile phones on the school site and follow the
basic expectations of school life as fully as possible.
We understand that it may have been challenging to
replace clothes etc as students have grown through
the lockdown, but please resolve such challenges as
rapidly as possible.
We know that this has been a difficult time for
students and families and we will be considerate
when working with our students, but we feel
strongly that the sooner we can reestablish
consistent approaches and ‘normality’ the better.

Students will be asked to wear their masks whilst
indoors when they cannot maintain social distance
from others (2 meters). This will include lessons, as
well as movement throughout the school.
We have not taken this decision without due
consideration of the governments’ advice and
guidance and will seek to adjust our approach to
ensure that students have the opportunity
throughout the day to remove their masks
(especially at break and lunch) for their own
comfort.
However, we seek to provide as much protection as
possible for our community. Please work with us to
resolve any concerns you may have about this
approach and understand that we will seek to follow
the government guidance as closely as possible.
Due, please, ensure that your child attends school
with at least one mask each day (we recommend
that all students also bring a spare mask)
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Year 11 GCSE Consultation Results

Emerging Stronger

A Jones

L Palmer

As more information becomes available
surrounding the methods of assessment for our
Year 11s, we will, of course, keep students and
parents informed.

Throughout
the
pandemic,
Kingswinford
Academy and Windsor Academy Trust have
worked tremendously hard, particularly in this
latest lockdown, to maintain a high quality
education. In fact, during our assessments in the
Autumn term our students were performing
better, despite the summer lockdown, than the
students in years before!

We have prioritised the return of Year 11 students
to ensure we have as much time with them as
possible to give them the best possible outcomes
in the summer.
Year 11 will have in class assessments starting
this term to inform their teachers of where they
are in the learning following the lockdown so that
we can properly plan for the summer term and
target our teaching and all further assessments
appropriately.
Some more guidance has been uploaded to
some specific pages on our Student and Parent
Guidance website that can be accessed here or
through links on the Kingswinford Academy
website. Please take the time to read through this
information
to
better
understand
the
government’s intentions and guidance.
Rest assured that we will be doing all we can to
ensure that students have every opportunity to
achieve their full academic potential.
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Whilst nationally I know that there has been
significant challenge for students with access to
remote devices, engagement in online learning
or the number of live lessons, we know that
Kingswinford students have had stronger access
to devices, higher rates of engagement in online
education and more live lessons that the norm.
Because of this, and through the careful planning
of our curriculum moving forward, we know that
our students will be able to consolidate their
learning and deepen their knowledge through the
coming weeks and months so that they can
continue to exceed national expectations and
meet their academic and personal potential. We
have a comprehensive plan to accelerate student
learning and support those students who need a
little more guidance to deepen their learning.

priority groups being given access to free home
lateral flow testing kits to test themselves.

Return of Digital Devices
L Palmer

Information on how to access these can be found
at
www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testin
g-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupi
ls-and-staff
All are strongly encouraged to have a lateral flow
test at a local testing site prior to starting home
testing, to know how a test is undertaken.
If your child has loaned a digital device (either a
chromebook, laptop or ipad) from school during
lockdown, or previously, please can we ask that
they return the device to their form tutor during
registration on their first day back,Tuesday 9th
March for Year 11s and Thursday 11th March for
Years 7 - 10. Thank you.

Symptom Free Testing for All
J Wilkes

Twice weekly testing will help detect hidden
asymptomatic cases and help keep pupils and
staff safer in school.
Anyone unable to do home testing can go to one
of the Dudley lateral flow testing centres. These
are at Dudley Leisure Centre, Saltwells
Education Centre, with pop-up sessions at Holy
Trinity Church Community Centre in Wordsley,
Lifecentral Church in Halesowen, St Andrews
Church in Sedgley, St James Church in
Wollaston and the Salvation Army Church in Lye.
There is also testing at more than 30 pharmacies
across the borough. For details on where you
can get a lateral flow test and to book visit
www.dudley.gov.uk/symptom-free-testing

Free School Meals
L Wise

Parents/carers entitled to FSM vouchers, next
week will receive vouchers in the usual way but
in the following amounts:

Parents and carers can also visit
www.dudley.gov.uk/coronavirusparents for
more information on both symptom and
symptom-free testing

Year 11 - £3 per student for Monday 8th March
Years 7,8,9 and 10 - £9 per student for Monday
8th, Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th March

Accessing symptom-free tests
Parents and carers and anyone else living with a
school age child or young person are among the
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Site Development

Online Safety

S Wilkinson

S Fletcher

Throughout this year you may well have noticed
that we are having our old Multi Use Games Area
(MUGA) replaced. Windsor Academy Trust kindly
funded a new MUGA to support the
developments we are making in PE and Sports
and further enhance the site. We are very
pleased that, despite the challenges of lockdown
and poor weather, the MUGA is now complete
and will be ready for students to use on their
return! This is a fantastic upgrade of our facility
and uses a ‘technical carpet’ to allow for Netball,
Tennis, Football and a range of other sports to be
played at a high level throughout the year.
You will also notice, should you pass our school,
that we have plenty of other work going on right
now! Our trust is one of only two in the country
who have been successful in a national bid to
‘decarbonise’ schools. Windsor Academy Trust
has received a huge grant to support the
installation of Solar panels; replacement of
lightbulbs with LED lights; enhanced double
glazing; and boiler and heating efficiency
upgrades. Unfortunately the only limitation is that
the work must be completed in March!
However, despite any temporary inconvenience this is a fantastic enhancement for our school
allowing us to make substantial savings on
utilities and divert more funding towards student
education - as well as making us a greener and
more sustainable school!
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Online Safety Free to access online safety
courses provided by nationalonlinesafety:
Online Safety for Parents of Children aged 7 – 11
Online Safety for Parents of Children aged 11 – 14
Online Safety for Parents of Children aged 11 – 18

Supporting Parents Helpfinder (Young Minds)
We recognise that times are tough for many
people right now. Parents may find themselves
pulled in many different directions and children
may be struggling being in the house for so much
longer than usual.
A mixture of concern about covid, work from
home and children at home, along with a
possible financial impact can make for a stressful
household.
Young Minds have created a useful 'Supporting
Parents Helpfinder'. By answering six simple
questions, parents can find out how to support
their child's mental health during the pandemic
(and beyond).
It is quick (2 minutes to complete) and easy and
will lead to lots of really useful advice and
guidance. Find the help finder
here:https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parent
s-helpfinder/
Alternatively, remember you can contact your
childs Head of Year for further support.

Calendar
Week Beginning 8th March 2021
Week 2
Monday 8th
Tuesday 9th
Wednesday 10th
Thursday 11th

● Assessment Week
● Student testing Years 10 & 11
●
●
●
●

Student testing Years 8 & 9
Year 11s return
Student testing Year 7
Year 9 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 6pm

● Years 7-10 return
● Year 9 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 6pm

Friday 12th
Week Beginning 15th March 2021
Week 1
Monday 15th
Tuesday 16th
Wednesday 17th
Thursday 18th
Friday 19th
Advance notice

● End of term - 1st April
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Notices from Dudley Local Authority
Download the covid app today

Keep up to date with latest coronavirus advice and
how it affects council services
Find out the latest government guidance
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