Kingswinford Academy Parent Bulletin
2nd - 6th November 2020

Introduction

 Dear Parent/Carer
After a very challenging half term for the nation, we look forward to a well earned break next week. Whilst
the school will be closed for the week, there will still be some activity from students and staff alike!
For all of our students, as well as a chance to rest - this may be an opportunity to revisit, review or catch
up on any work on their Google classrooms that is still outstanding. That being said, please do balance
this with a need to refresh and recharge.
For our Year 11 students, the Mock exams start as soon as we return so I am certain that they will be
conducting some serious revision through the break in preparation!
Whilst our staff will not be available through the week, we have created an email ‘hotline’ should any of
our students test positive for COVID-19 through the break. Should this occur, please email
COVID@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk and complete the Google form at bit.ly/KFordCOVID.
This will allow the duty member of Senior Leadership to respond and support quickly and effectively.
As always, please take care through the holidays and enjoy the break!
Yours faithfully

Tom Macadonald
Headteacher
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COVID-19 Testing During the Holiday

As the national situation develops, we urge all of our community to take particular care to remain safe
during this half term. Please do take the appropriate steps to prevent the spread of this disease. I know
that, for young people particularly, it can be challenging to maintain our caution, but please join us in
reminding students to take care of themselves and those around them.
The government approach ‘Hands; Face; Space’ is key to helping prevent the spread of this disease.
That being said, should your child test positive for COVID-19 during the holidays, please do alert the
school so that we can ensure that any close contacts through the school can be informed and self-isolate.
If you do have a positive case please email us at:
covid@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
We will require some additional information from you and so will ask you to complete a google form found
at http://bit.ly/KFordCOVID. Should we need to contact you for further details, a member of the Senior
Team will call you.
If any students are required to self isolate, will send email and text alerts to confirm this. Students and
parents who are unaffected will not be contacted about positive cases during the holiday.
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E-Safety

Year 11 ‘Achieve Excellence’

S Fletcher

S Wilkinson

What parents need to know about Tick
Tock
Tick Tock is a video-sharing social media
app that became really popular during lock
down and has an age restriction of 12 plus.
Users can upload bite sized looping videos
of themselves lip syncing and dancing to
popular music and then add filters or emojis
and stickers. There are however age
inappropriate videos and music that is
flooding the app featuring such things as
drug and alcohol abuse, self harm and young
teens engaging in sexually suggestive
content.
As a school we have also come across
students uploading videos that are
inappropriate and have given consequences
up to and including fixed term exclusions.
I have attached a leaflet from the National
Online Safety which gives safety tips for
parents so that you are able to safeguard
your children whilst they are using this app.

Following the disruption to education last
year and changes expected with examination
format this year, it is more important than
ever for Year 11 students to use the Mock
exams coming up as a full practice run for
the real exams in the Summer.
To support students in their preparations for
this we run support sessions each evening
after school between 3.20pm and 4.00pm
Students can attend any of these sessions if
they feel they would benefit by doing
additional revision work in any subject.
Some students have been identified as
requiring additional support to help them
achieve success next summer and they have
been requested by their teachers to attend
sessions.
The sessions we offer each day are:
● Monday – additional Maths sessions
● Tuesday - additional English sessions
● Wednesday - additional Science
sessions
● Thursday - additional Geography,
History, RE, French and Spanish
sessions
● Friday - additional Options subjects
sessions
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Year Group Summary

I have only been at Kingswinford Academy
since September and over the past eight
weeks,it has been a pleasure to get to know
each and every member of Y7. Some of my
favourite moments include; watching them
play and forge friendships at lunchtime,
striving to achieve house points and grow in
confidence academically and socially.

Year 7

I am also very proud of the following
students who have all been given the House
Hero award at some point during this half
term: Maddie, Adam, Tayja, Khadija, Archie
and Dan.

It has been a fantastic first half term at
Kingswinford Academy and it has been a
delight to welcome students back into full
time education. Since the start of term, day
to day life in school has been unique and
extraordinary, unlike anything we have
experienced before.
I am proud to have been at the centre of this
as Head of Year 7, where I have the
pleasure of seeing first hand, our wonderful
students overcome the daily challenges this
new way of working has brought. I would like
to take this opportunity to pay tribute to our
Y7 students in particular. Their
understanding, adaptability and resilience
has been commendable.
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As one half term ends, we turn our attention
to the new one ahead. One that will be filled
with exciting opportunities; from house
competitions, the launch of the reward shop
and the much anticipated delivery of the
iPads. I encourage you and your child to take
some time over the half term break to reflect
on their personal achievements and
successes so far. But also take time to
prepare for the commencement of next half
term, where expectations, aspirations and
standards will remain consistently high and a
focus for Y7.
Mrs Harrold – Leader of Year 7

positive points and zero negatives. What a
star!

Year Group Summary

Year 8

There have been some real stars this half
term gaining the House Hero award from me.
William (8Y4)
Aleks (8Y4)
Amber (8X1)
Luke (8Y1)
Well done guys. Super effort.
We have also had a number of students
appointed into Student Leadership roles.
Isabel, Ethan, Maya-Jay, Abbey, Lucy, Jack,
Lexie, Layba, Jurie, India, James, Thomas,
Jacob and Marcus are all Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors
Sabah, Ayesha, Archie, Kamilla, Anna,
Ashley and Will are our Year 8 Student
Senate
Amber, Logan, Rubie, Mason, Sam, Alisha,
Abi, Kyle, Tighe, Scarlett, Brooke and Josh
are our Transition Leaders

Year 8 has had a fantastic start to the year
after such an unprecedented time for us all.
I am proud of how quickly the majority has
settled into the new way of school and I have
really enjoyed getting to know such talented
students.
They have managed to accumulate a
massive amount of 6530 positive points at
the point of writing with the very talented
William of 8Y4 topping the charts with 121

Well done to all of the students in Year 8
who have worked hard, shown maturity and
resilience after such a turbulent Year 7. I am
very proud of them all and look forward to
another successful half term.
Regards
Mr Cotterill - Leader of Year 8
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community ambassadors, well-being
ambassadors and

Year Group Summary

Year 9

the student senate. With an amazing
response we have had 15 well-being
ambassadors and 10 community
ambassadors be successful.
Further to this we have a representative from
each form for the student senate. The
competition for the student senate positions
were tight and pupils had to show their form
tutors they had the qualities to have such an
important role. Well done to all of those
pupils appointed.
Year 9 have some exciting opportunities to
come after October half term with the Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh award being launched. It
would be brilliant to see as many pupils as
possible sign up to this and get involved.

This half term has been a challenging one in
many ways but Year 9 have worked hard to
come through it and take some positive
steps in achieving all they can during this
academic year. Pupils have shown resilience
in and out of school showing some brilliant
characteristics and motivation to improve.
Pupils this half term have focused on
learning about mental health and wellbeing
during their PSHE lessons. I have witnessed
some brilliant discussions between pupils
and form tutors where pupils are focussing
on others and not themselves.
During the half term Year 9 had the
opportunity to put themselves forward for a
variety of student leadership roles including
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If your child is interested in participating in
the award then please email
dofe@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org
.uk for more information.
Mrs Airey – Leader of Year 9

Year Group Summary

There are also currently 29 students in year
10 who are working towards their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh award and many of those
are on the way to achieving their Certificate
of Achievement. This will be a great addition
to college applications next year and job
applications in the future so well done to
those students!

Year 10

If your child is interested in participating in
the award then please email
dofe@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org
.uk for more information.
Miss Wall – Leader of Year 10
It has been an exciting start to the year for
year 10 as they begin studying towards their
GCSE option subjects and take the first step
towards thinking about possible career
avenues after school. They have also been
studying the importance of mental health,
wellbeing and how to look after their own
mental health during their PSHE lessons.

T
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Year Group Summary

We are delighted to announce that this
years’ senior leaders are:

Year 11

Head Girl- Gabi
Deputy Head Girl- Jessica
Head Boy- Oliver
Deputy Head Boy- Kallum

Well done to all the students who applied.
Mr Wilkes & Mr Jones - Leaders of Year
11

We are excited to say that the recent launch
of our Achieve Excellence programme has
been well attended by our students. From
Monday through to Friday, students have the
opportunity to attend focused intervention
sessions across their subjects.
Regular attendance will have a positive
impact on students and their GCSEs so we
encourage all students to continue to attend.
We wish all of our students the best of luck in
their up and coming mock examinations.

9

BBC Podcast Winners

Community News

P Guest

P Guest

The Young Audio Awards are the UK awards for 8
to 18 year olds and schools that love making audio
content and are supported by both commercial and
BBC radio. Year 9 students, Aiyla and Shanzay
entered the category for Best Podcast for 2020 and
won. Due to COVID, prizes were postponed. Prizes
included priceless opportunities to learn about
media, industry membership, VIP studio tours, and
tutorials with renowned presenters. The award
ceremony which was to be held in London at the
BBC’s Radio Theatre in April, was cancelled.
Instead, a virtual ceremony was aired via the Young
Audio Awards YouTube page.

You will all be aware of the very tragic accident
which occurred recently involving former students
from Invictus Trust, who are doing a collection to
raise money for the families affected by this. In
order to help, we have organised collection
buckets in each of the Year Offices for students
and staff to donate towards.

Matt Edmondson and Mollie King from BBC Radio
1, plus Hits Radio’s Fleur East, BBC Radio 1’s Greg
James, 5 Live’s Laura Whitmore and Radio 2’s Ryan
Clark-Neal handed out awards from their own
homes.
Aiyla and Shanzay’s podcast would have been
heard by people all over the world - what an
amazing accomplishment! Watch Mr Macdonald
presenting them with their trophy here:
https://youtu.be/GXhmrJx-yig
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Collection buckets will also be taken around
school on the first day back after Half Term.
Thank you to everyone for donating to this very
worthy cause. Our thoughts go to all of those
families who have lost loved ones.

Calendar
Week Beginning 2nd November
Week 1

Monday 2nd

● Return to school - no change to start and finish times
● Year 11 Mocks 2nd November - 13th November

Tuesday 3rd

Wednesday 4th

● Year 11 Elevate Parent Webinar (draft)

Thursday 5th
Friday 6th
Week Beginning 9th November
Week 2
Monday 9th

● Year 11 Mocks 9th November - 13th November

Tuesday 10th
Wednesday 11th

● Remembrance Day

Thursday 12th
Friday 13th
Advance notice

● Assessment Week 16th - 20th November
● INSET Day 23rd November
● Nasal Flu - Year 7 24th November
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Notices from Dudley Local Authority

Avoid household mixing - plea from Dudley Council's leader

The leader of Dudley Council and the director of public health are calling on people in the borough to
take urgent action to help stem the spread of Covid-19.
Residents are being asked, on a voluntary basis, to avoid social mixing in one another's homes, as
there is evidence that this is a common way in which the virus is being transmitted in Dudley.
This means residents should avoid meeting others outside their household or bubble in homes and
gardens.
People can still go to shops, restaurants, pubs or other venues in a maximum group of six from more
than one household, as these places have more Covid-19 secure measures in place.
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Download the covid app today

Keep up to date with latest coronavirus advice and
how it affects council services
Find out the latest government guidance

COVID-19 Emergency Assistance Grant
The grant is for food and essential supplies to support
people who are struggling to afford food and other
essentials due to financial hardship and/or hardship
caused by COVID-19. This scheme is temporary.
The maximum amount you can be awarded is £300 and
you must live in Dudley borough.
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Stay connected with Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council:

Check out our other topics and stay up to date
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Dudley Council Covid-19 Guidance

Given the continued increase in cases of coronavirus across the authority,
Dudley Council is strongly advising staff, parents/carers and visitors to wear face
coverings in public areas of school. Some schools are doing this in our
neighbouring boroughs.
This means:
Parents/carers are asked to wear face coverings:
●
●
●

On the school site when dropping off and picking up children
If they need to access the main school reception area for any reason
If for any reason they need to access a classroom or corridors in school

Staff:
●

In the playground when parents/carers are dropping off or collecting children (where applicable)

Other visitors:
●
●

 hen accessing the main reception
W
If they are unable to keep a safe 2 metre distance from other people when working on site
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Guidance for government rules regarding self isolation

Detailed guidance regarding self isolation periods and households can be found below.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-house
holds-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
Please support us by ensuring that all isolation periods are adhered to and do not allow your child to
attend school if they have any of the following:
●
●
●

A continuous cough
High temperature 38c or above
Loss of taste or smell
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Download Leaflet here
Play your part, protect Dudley borough - help us avoid a local lockdown!
Staying alert remains critical!
Got symptoms?
Get tested. Protect your friends and family. Do not leave home.
Visit nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 for a test.
Visit Dudley Council's website for more information.

Anyone who has symptoms of coronavirus can get a FREE test.

If you develop symptoms: new persistent cough, fever or a change in, or loss of, your sense of
smell or taste - you need to do two things:
1) You and anyone in your household must immediately self-isolate until you receive the results
of your test.
2) You need to order a test immediately. You can do this online at nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119.
If your test is positive you must continue to self-isolate for 10 days from when your symptoms
started. Anyone in your household must continue to self-isolate for a total of 14 days. If your test
is negative you and everyone in your household no longer needs to self-isolate. However, if you
do still feel unwell
you should remain at home until you feel better.
Coronavirus hasn’t gone away, we all need to help control the virus and save lives.

• Regular hand washing is still vital
• Keep a safe distance from others (two metres where
possible)
• Continue to limit your contact with other people
• Wear face coverings to protect yourself and others

Parents and carers are encouraged to visit Dudley Council's website for useful back to school
information and practical guidance.

