
27th September - 1st October 2021ntroduction

Dear Parent/Carer

Following a very busy, and extremely successful, open week, we look forward to a somewhat quieter week
in school where our focus will very much be on our lessons and teaching and learning. For year 11
students our ‘Achieve Excellence’ programme of revision, preparation and support will begin and students
will be invited to join support sessions after school. As this programme develops, more and more sessions
will become available as we support our students preparation for both Mock examinations after the half
term, and external examinations in the summer.

I have also spent much of last week working with our catering partners, Mellors, who have been making
some changes to the catering provision through this week and will continue to do so over the coming
weeks. As you may know there are very significant challenges facing both food transportation and
hospitality services and Mellors are working very hard to bring our provision back to normal. Indeed, they
are actively recruiting additional staff members - you will see and advert later in this bulletin. Please bear
with us as we resolve these challenges.

Tom Macdonald

Headteacher
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Home Testing Kits
J Wilkes

Could we please ask all parents to continue to
support the home testing programme for students
to take two tests a week. Although voluntary, this
is a vital tool in identifying asymptomatic positive
cases and could prevent outbreaks of Covid-19,
which will cause disruption to students'
education.

At present, the number of students testing is
showing on Test Register as being significantly
lower than last year so we would welcome your
support and encouragement, in order to get our
students back to regular testing twice a week.

Testing is only voluntary and students who have
tested positive for Covid in the last 90 days do
not need to take these tests until the 90 days
have passed.

Kingswinford Academy will send out weekly
reminders for testing on Wednesday and Sunday
evenings and the test register will also send out a
morning reminder on Thursday and Monday.
Please log your results on TestRegister. A
number of students have informed us that they
are still testing, however we aren't aware of this
as the results of the tests haven't been
registered, so please log the results with us.

Career of the week
N McFarlane

Parent/Carer Art Audit
S Bianco

Parents/Carers please could you take a couple of
minutes to complete this short questionnaire to
support Kingswinford Academy's application for
Artsmark status.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ahE5hxE3NRhym
zOA7wLvunzaRwFNwgPn3hfNiueUCZ4/edit?usp=sha
ring
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Water Street
T Macdonald

Please can I continue to encourage parents to
avoid driving or parking on Water Street at the
end of the school day.

We will always seek to ensure the safety of our
students and community and have many staff on
duty at the end of the day to try and keep our
students safe and, from experience, we know it is
both safer and faster for our students if parents
seek to collect their children from the side streets
surrounding the school, rather than directly in
front of the school gates.

Do please support our school in keeping our
community safe and please do not take offence if
one of my staff asks you to move your car should
you be stopped on the marked areas - we are
only seeking to keep our children safe from harm
on a very busy residential street.

Number 17/17A Bus Route
T Macdonald

I am continuing to work with National Express
West Midlands to resolve the challenges with this
service. They have acknowledged that they are
continuing to have scheduling challenges and
are working to improve the service and seek
longer term timetabling solutions.

Those who are affected by this service, please
do send a letter describing your challenges as a
result of the changes to the email address below
for the attention of the headteacher and I will
pass it on to the bus company and local authority.

We know, too, that there have been some
roadworks directly affecting the route that
completed last week and we hope this might
improve the timings of the service.

info@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

Ipads for Learning
G Fendek

Portal reopening - some parents have
expressed an interest in signing up despite
missing the deadline. We will reopen the portal
but not until the end of September. If you could
let the school know if you intend to opt for an
iPad when the portal re-opens it would be much
appreciated.

You can email Mr G Fendek if you have any
challenges or wish to sign up to the portal. Thank
you in advance for your support in this fantastic
programme.

gfendek@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.
uk.
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Class Charts Parent Log on
Reminder
J Airey

Open www.classcharts.com/parent/login

2. Enter your email address

3. Choose 'I don't have an account yet'

4. Enter your parent access code and name

5. Choose a password

6. Click Log-in!

If you need your access code please email your
child's Head of House requesting this. It will allow
you to see what has happened during their
school day as well as their homework.

dcotterill@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org
.uk Helium House

awall@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
Krypton House

pjones@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.u
k Argon House

hharrold@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.
uk Neon House

ASPIRE Graduate Programme - Year
7 Home Activity
J Wilkes

Next week the Year 7 students will be gaining a
better understanding of the character virtue
responsibility. It would be great if families could
work together to create a poem that highlights
the importance of being a responsible member of
a society.  Below is an example poem:

Completed poems should be handed to form
tutors on the 1st October
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School Photographs
L Wise

School Photographs - Deadline for orders
Friday 1st October

All photo orders have now been handed to
the students so please check their bag if
they have not given it to you. You can
order online at www.tempest-orders.co.uk
You will need your reference number and
web access code which are on your order
form. Complete your order by Friday 1st
October for free PP back to school.
If you choose to order by return to school
please use the envelope provided or use
any envelope, include your child's name,
reg group, amount enclosed and clearly
marked with Tempest.

Year 11 - Data Collection
Parents of year 11, letters were given to students
to take home this week. Please carefully check
the details, make any necessary changes and
return back to school via reception or students
can hand back to their form tutors. If no changes
are necessary please still sign and return the
form so that we know your details are up to date.

eSafe
S Fletcher

We continue to use eSafe, which is a system that
notifies the school if any student searches or
types anything inappropriate using their school
Google account.

This is a powerful and highly effective way we
are further able to keep our students safe online
and I would repeat my request to talk regularly
about your child's online activities.

Setting Up Your Child's Device
The below link provides really useful advice and
guidance on how you can ensure your child's
device is safely set up.
LINK:https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/new-de
vices/

Keeping Safe on Social Media
The below link also provides really good advice
on how parents can keep their children safe on
social media.
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/keeping-safe-
on-social-media/
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Calendar

Week Beginning 27th September

Monday 27th

Tuesday 28th

Wednesday 29th

Thursday 30th Year 7 Parent Coffee Morning

Friday 1st

Week Beginning 4th October

Monday 4th

Tuesday 5th

Wednesday 6th

Thursday 7th

Friday 8th

Advance notice

● Careers Evening 5:00pm - 7:30pm - Sports Hall 13th
October

● Conference Rehearsal 11:00am-12:00pm 14th
October

● LAB Meeting 1 - 20th October
● Break up half term -  22nd October
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