18th - 22nd October 2021ntroduction

Dear Parent/Carer
As we enter our final week of the first half term we can reflect on quite how long a half term it has been!
Sadly COVID still persists within our local community, albeit the number of cases for our school have been
low so far. This has had an impact on the school as both staff and students succumb and spend time at
home isolating, recovering or supporting loved ones. We are aware, however, that numbers are on the rise
in the local area and we urge you to take steps to ensure we can all enjoy our half term break. First,
please conduct the LFD tests we provide - our best protection is early identification so that we can keep
COVID away from our doors and prevent it from spreading. Do, too, record the test results on our online
portal. Second, urge your child to remember the general protections: washing hands regularly; considering
a face mask; maintaining distance from others where possible and appropriate. Third, if showing
symptoms of COVID-19, please do arrange for a PCR test as soon as possible and isolate until you
receive the results of this test.
Hopefully, together, we can make sure our community continues to stay safe and we can enjoy our half
term break with families and friends. On the note of our holiday, please remember that we start the second
half term on the 1st of November at 9.15am.
Finally, we look forward to the first of our parents evening events this year - the Year 7 Settling In Evening
this Thursday - we do hope all year 7 parents can make it! We will also be hosting a further parent forum
to consider the ongoing challenges of the Number 17 Bus this week and I will share information on where
and when that will take place on Monday with those parents who are affected.

Tom Macdonald
Headteacher

1

Contents
FSM provision during Half Term
Ipads for Learning
Data Collection : Year 10
Career of the week
ASPIRE Day
Wellbeing Hub
Years 7 and 8 Community Award
What if I’m worried about my child’s eating habits?
(Action for Children)
ASPIRE Graduate Programme - Year 7 Home Activity
Dudley Performing Arts
Maths Club
Class Charts Parent Log on Reminder
Home Testing Kits
Calendar

2

Data Collection : Year 10

FSM provision during Half Term

L Wise

T Macdonald

Year 10 - Data Collection Parents of year 10,
letters were given to students to take home this
week.
Please carefully check the details, make any
necessary changes and return back to school via
reception or students can hand back to their form
tutors. If no changes are necessary please still
sign and return the form so that we know your
details are up to date.
Dudley LA have confirmed that we will be offering
FSM vouchers for students who are eligible
during the half term using the Wonde system.
We are sending letters to all parents who are
eligible for this support. Please do contact the
school at
info@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk if
you have any questions about this programme.

Ipads for Learning
G Fendek

Over the past month we have been contacted by
parents/carers asking when the iPad for learning
portal will be available again for them to order a
charge at home iPad.
I am pleased to announce that the portal will now
re-open again on Monday 18th October 2021 and
will be open till Sunday 31st October 2021. If you
would like to take up this opportunity then please
contact the school and leave contact information
and someone will call you back to discuss.
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Career of the week
N McFarlane

ASPIRE Day

Years 7 and 8 Community Award

J Wilkes

J Airey

On the 12th October we held our first ASPIRE
Curriculum Day. Year 7 and 8 had a presentation
from Mike, a guest speaker from Precious Lives ,
a police initiative designed to warn young people
of the dangers and outcomes of knife crimes.
Year 9 completed class team building exercises
with the RAF.
Year 11 welcomed Elevate in to help them
prepare for the year ahead, and NCS gave our
Year 10 students activities designed to make
them think about their future and their career
paths. These character building activities gave
our students a chance invaluable experiences
that should shape their futures.

Wellbeing Hub
R Maybury

Our Student Wellbeing Ambassadors were
delighted to open our new Wellbeing Hub this
week! Students can drop in at break and/or lunch
to chat with trained peers about anything that
might be worrying or upsetting them.
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As part of your child's ASPIRE journey we will be
asking them to take part in their Community
Award. This will involve them supporting their
Head of House for a day based in the house
office. Whilst students are based in the house
office they will have access to their classwork on
the Google Classroom and a quiet space to
complete this. The duties will involve taking
messages to students and staff when needed.
Once students have completed their community
day they will be rewarded with a certificate and 3
house points for taking part. All students in Year 7
and 8 will take part in this activity which means
that they will only be out of lessons for one day
within the academic year.
If you have any further questions please do not
hesitate to speak to your child's Head of House.

What if I’m worried about my child’s
eating habits? (Action for Children)

ASPIRE Graduate Programme - Year
7 Home Activity

S Fletcher

J Wilkes

Everyone has different eating habits. However, if
you are worried about your child’s relationship
with food or their body, it might be worth looking
for some support. If your child’s eating habits
negatively affect their everyday life, they may
have an eating disorder. This is when someone
uses food to cope with certain situations or
feelings. It can be helpful to know the signs and
what to do if you are worried about your child.
The link will give further information, guidance
and support. Read more:
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/mentalhea
lth-wellbeing/self-esteem/child-eating-habits-disor
der/
We have a number of ways you can report an
absence

Next week the Year 7 students will be gaining a
better understanding of the Learner Skill- Self
Quiz. It would be great if families could work
together to make some flash cards for a topic that
you find particularly difficult. Use these to self
quiz

●
●
●

●

Call 01384 296596 option 1
Sent a text message to Parentmail
Fill in an absence form via the school
website
https://www.kingswinfordacademy.org.uk/
school-life/essential-information/attendanc
e
Report an absence via Class Charts

If we do not hear from you as to why your child is
absent from school and are unable to make
contact with you, we will need to conduct a home
visit. During the home visit, we are required to
see your child.
Please also feel free to contact The Head of
House or myself if your child is struggling to
attend school, so we can offer any support
needed.
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Dudley Performing Arts
N Abel
Students are invited to take part in instrumental
or vocal tuition which not only develops their
musical ability but has also been proven to
support
memory
retrieval,
concentration,
numeracy and self esteem. Our ASPIRE
framework works alongside instrumental tuition
and develops our students’ personal potential. If
you would like your child to start instrumental
tuition then please enrol via the Dudley
Performing Arts website
(https://www.dudley.gov.uk/dpa) by
8am on the 18th October. Tuition starts from as
little as £6.50 per lesson. For further details
please contact Miss Abel (Faculty Director for
Performance).

awall@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
Krypton House

Maths Club
H Lewis

pjones@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

Argon House
hharrold@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
Neon House

Home Testing Kits
J Wilkes
Could we please ask all parents to continue to
support the home testing programme for students
to take two tests a week. Although voluntary, this
is a vital tool in identifying asymptomatic positive
cases and could prevent outbreaks of Covid-19,
which will cause disruption to students' education.
Cases are on the rise in the local community and
we want to do everything we can to prevent
transmission through school. From Monday we
will again be giving out testing kits to students.
These should supply students up to the half term
break where we will await further guidance from
Public Health and the DfE.
Testing is only voluntary and students who have
tested positive for Covid in the last 90 days do
not need to take these tests until the 90 days
have passed.

Class Charts Parent Log on
Reminder
J Airey
1. Open www.classcharts.com/parent/login
2. Enter your email address
3. Choose 'I don't have an account yet'
4. Enter your parent access code and name
5. Choose a password
6. Click Log-in!
If you need your access code please email your
child's Head of House requesting this. It will allow
you to see what has happened during their
school day as well as their homework.
dcotterill@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

Helium House
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Kingswinford Academy will send out weekly
reminders for testing on Wednesday and Sunday
evenings and the test register will also send out a
morning reminder on Thursday and Monday.
Please log your results on TestRegister.
Many students are informing us that they are
testing twice weekly, however we aren't aware of
this as the results of the tests haven't been
registered, so please log the results with us.
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Calendar
Week Beginning 18th October
Monday 18th
Tuesday 19th
Wednesday 20th

● LAB Tour - 9:30am
● LAB Meeting 10:00am - 12:00pm

Thursday 21st

● Youth Award and Artist interviews at Great Wyrley ● Y7 Settling In Evening 4:30pm - 7:30pm Main Hall

Friday 22nd

● Break up for half term at 3.00pm

Week Beginning 1st November

Monday 1st

● Return to school (Late start for students - 9.15am)
● Year 11 Mock Examinations begin

Tuesday 2nd
Wednesday 3rd
Thursday 4th
Friday 5th

Advance notice

● Flu Vaccinations Year 7 - 11 (all day)- 15th November
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