
July 2022troductin

Dear Parent/Carer

At last we reach the glorious summer holidays! What an amazing year this has been - globally and nationally our
world has changed dramatically, but life in Kingswinford moves forward and I am so proud of the fantastic
achievements through this year of our students. I look forward to our final (and, from some points of view, most
important) celebration of the year - results day - when our Year 11s will return to see the fruits of their incredible
labours and we will wish them well into their future.

Our journey through this year has not been easy - illness, war, and financial pressure have been the backdrop of our
world, no less for our staff than for our community. Throughout all the pressure, though, our staff have shown
resolve, commitment and a determination to power through and bring Kingswinford back to its former glory from
before the pandemic. Teachers and Education staff rarely get the plaudits that our more prominent public sector
colleagues receive in the NHS, police, and fire service who are quite rightly lauded as heroes for saving people in the
present. However, the work teachers and supporting staff do with young people saves their futures and I think this is
at least as important. It is quite, behind the scenes and often intensely private but I offer my staff my intense
gratitude. I have watched throughout this year the incredible fortitude they have shown and dedication to supporting
your children - they are just amazing. The Active Learning Week has been a testament to this - despite one further
challenge, the heatwave, our students have had a fantastic celebratory week and we even, despite fears over
COVID, managed to get a number of our year 10s out to work experience! Life has returned to Kingswinford and I
am so excited about the prospect of next year.

So now, a well earned rest for students and staff alike. I wish our whole community the very best summer break - do
take care and we will see you in September!

Tom Macdonald
Headteacher
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Dudley Commonwealth Games
Festival
S Holder

Students recently participated in the Dudley
Commonwealth Games Festival at Stourbridge
RFC. They took part in tennis, athletics, rugby,
archery, Tai Chi, circus skills and many more. It
was a great effort by all - well done.
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Golfing Success
D Cotterill

William won a golf tournament on 3rd July. He
won his individual match and his team match
against Shropshire at home they also won
against Edgbaston also away at Bromsgrove and
to Williams credit they were able to finish at the
14th hole on 2 of those occasions as it was
impossible for the other teams to win the
matches. He had 2 shots on par 4. Well done
Will!

Dudley Performing Arts
N Abel

If your child would like to learn to play an
instrument or continue with their instrumental
tuition from this year then please can you enrol
by following this link

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/things-to-do/dudley-pe
rforming-arts/information-for-parents-and-young-
people/music-lessons-in-schools/
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Graffiti Drama Wall
D Cotterill

At the end of June, we had acclaimed street artist
Void One come to work with our art ambassadors
and KS4 artists to totally transform the Drama
Studio wall.

A challenge was launched weeks before for
students to come up with a Music & Drama
themed mural and the most exciting entries
would feature elements of their design on Void
One's final piece.

Students took part in trying spray paint on the
wall themselves and their artwork is now forever
etched into the final design. Year 10 Art student
Kye Davies then completed an afternoon session
with Void one and produced his own Drama
design on the wall. The buzz that surrounded teh
school on these two days was fantastic.

It has transformed the area and inspired the
artists, musicians and dramatists here at
Kingswinford.
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Helium House News
D Cotterill

Ella Parsons - Ella recently performed in a
Dance show at the Grand Theatre. Ella also took
part in the competitive element of the show and
achieved 1st place Well done Ella!

Alexia Jesson - Alexia recently performed in a
national Dance competition. She achieved 1st
place in the Hip Hop category and achieved the
award for the overall champion for the juniors.
Isabelle Roberts 9.8H performed as Titania in the
Playmakers production of Midsummer NIght's
Dream for 2 shows over the weekend of 1-3rd
July. Superb effort Issy!

Talented Y11 students Holly Page and Daisy
Harris landed lead roles in Peter Pan that will be
performing at the Grand Theatre in September.
Break a leg girls!

Neon House News
N McFarlane

● Debborah Clipa - amazing playing piano
outside school and for dance show

● Tyler Smith - Helping set up sound and
lighting for dance show.

● Charlotte Rogers- Always polite and
amazing in form- going above and beyond.

● Completed D of E- Eshan Ahmad, Zahraa
Kapasi and Jacob Weston.

● James Pearson has finished his Silver DofE
Award

● Tom Young has been playing for Worcester
Warriors rugby team.

● Luke Hodges has signed for Kidderminster
Harriers

● Wuntizora Iddrisu has signed for Redditch.
● Morgan Guest achieved Bronze D of E.
● Shriya Patel received a merit in Grade 5

Violin.

Argon House News
P Jones

Karys Parr,outside of school, has written a book
which is going to be published and a copy given
to all other children in care.

Karys is amazing inside school too, she has been
house hero twice this year!  Well done Karys!

Anna Davies and Ed Page recently saved the life
of a member of the public who was having a
heart attack by calling an ambulance and staying
with them - we are really proud of them both and
it's testament to their responsible and
compassionate natures.

Krypton House News
A Wall

Abby Williams qualified for the national training
squad in swimming (the squad that trains for the
Olympics) she also swam for the county at a
competition in Bristol. Also, the Mayor of Dudley
is hosting a ceremony to celebrate the
Commonwealth Games and Abby has been
invited to go to the gathering and have a meal.

Katie Westwood has taken part in kick boxing
competitively at a national level.

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh awards achieved by:
Jahnzeb Chand, Kian Avey, Cara Pickett and
Frankie Round. Silver Duke of Edinburgh award
achieved by:  Maddison Brigdale

Tom Daw performed in Sister Act and also
helped out in the community project.

Shivam Patel has a total of 491 house points and
has 100% attendance for the whole year.
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Abby Williams qualified for the national training
squad in swimming (the squad that trains for the
Olympics) she also swam for the county at a
competition in Bristol. Also, the Mayor of Dudley
is hosting a ceremony to celebrate the
Commonwealth Games and Abby has been
invited to go to the gathering and have a meal.

Katie Westwood has taken part in kick boxing
competitively at a national level.

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh awards achieved by:
Jahnzeb Chand, Kian Avey, Cara Pickett and
Frankie Round.

Silver Duke of Edinburgh award achieved by:
Maddison Brigdale

Tom Daw performed in Sister Act and also helped
out in the community project.

Sam Griffiths had his artwork displayed at the
Royal Academy, after participating in the Young
Artists’ Summer Show
(https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk). He
also received a special Merit Award in the Cipher
Challenge (and will be attending an awards day
at Bletchley Park!) (Leaderboard here:
https://2021.cipherchallenge.org/leaderboard/?a_
or_b=b as well as achieving full marks in the
Intermediate Maths Challenge.

The following students have managed to achieve
over 400 house points this year:

Charlie Purewal

Abeeha Muhammad Shahid

Samuel Foxall

Sam Griffiths

Yousef Sajid

Maddison Brigdale

Ben Barnes

Chloe Mclaughlin

Abby Williams

Tomiwa Balogun

Demi Kitson

Amina Dibba

Jake Connelly

Lily-Mae Murray

Shivam Patel

Alistair Holdstock

Zak Swatman

Qingyu Lin

Darcie Webb

Jack Letherbarrow

Lydia Tranter

The following students have 100% attendance
for the year:

Tomiwa Balogun
Amina Dibba
Josh Henson
Madeline Obijiaku
Fatehjit Randhawa
Lydia Tranter
Simon Lin
Lily-Mae Murray
Priya Patel
Darcie Webb
Shivam Patel
Tanesh Patel
Arshpreet Randhawa
Neimatu Alhassan
Maddison Brigdale
Adam Jones
Samuel Kazembe
Qingyu Lin

Krypton house has had an incredibly successful
year as shown by winning 1st place in the house
cup with 59,175 house points! Well done
Krypton House!
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Duke of Edinburgh Award
K Wilkins

This year 57 students took part in the Duke of
Edinburgh Award scheme. The Bronze students
expeditioned in Upper Arley and Kinver with
expert navigation and learnt to cook on a
camping stove. They completed an amazing
£2875 worth of volunteer time for the community
during their awards.

The Silver students expeditioned over 3 days in
the Lond Mynd and tackled some challenging
terrain. They worked brilliantly as a team with
Windsor High school and are the first students to
achieve the Silver Award at our Centre

.

An amazing year for our fantastic students!
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Summer Showcase
H Horton

On Wednesday 13th July, we held our annual
Summer Showcase with over 50 performers
across Years 7 to 11. We had Dance, Drama and
Music acts which showed the incredible talent
our performance students have. It was a fantastic
evening and we are all so very proud of everyone
involved.
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Active Learning Week
J Smith

St George’s Park Trip
Kingswinford FC arrived for their pre-season
training at St George’s Park. They had a very
exciting few days using the facilities of our
English national teams.

Newquay Trip
Our students had a fabulous time in sunny
Newquay. They were involved in a range of
activities including surfing and a silent disco! A
great time was had by all.
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London Trip

The students had an incredible 3 days exploring
London. They enjoyed a Thames river cruise,
Museums, and Back to the Future at the Theatre.
They beat the heat using spray bottles which the
teachers gladly helped disperse over the
students!
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PGL Trip
Our students had a great time at  Boreatton Park.

The children's behaviour was exemplary and they
were a credit to the school. PGL staff praised the
children for their good behaviour, the way they
listened and followed instructions and their
willingness to join in on all the activities.

The students all dealt with the weather incredibly
well and had a fantastic time. All of the children
did really well on an evening and really enjoyed
the activities that were put on for them.
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Uniform
T Macdonald

Please can I offer a reminder of some key
elements of Uniform policy and draw your
attention to this prior to purchasing new uniform
for the start of the academic year.

We are proud of our uniform and seek to ensure
that ‘fashion’ is not a focus of student life in
school. In doing so, and in ensuring that fashion
clothing does not become a financial pressure on
families, we do insist that students follow our
uniform policy. There are areas where
traditionally students ‘push the boundaries’ and
we would seek your support to ensure that they
have a challenge free year by following the policy
fully.
Shoes - Black, polishable school shoes. They
should have a slight heel; should have no visible
logos; and must not be ‘trainers’. Note that Air
Force One’s are certainly trainers and not
permitted.

Trousers - should be tailored and not tight fitting.
We consider that they should not be tight fitting
from waist to ankle - these we would consider
‘leggings’.

Skirts - should be of suitable length and should
not be tight fitting and made of stretch material.

Jackets and Overcoats - Should be
weatherproof and worn outside only. Note that
‘gillets’ or sleeveless jackets; hoodies or hoodie
like fabric tops and jackets are not suitable for
school - a warm or weatherproof coat is
acceptable. Note that jackets can not be worn
beneath a blazer.

Jumper - a school jumper is available. Failing
this a plain black v neck or round neck jumper is
acceptable but no logos may be worn.

PE Kit - School PE kit must be worn. Note that
plain black tracksuit or shorts may be worn in
place of branded items - but these may not have
logos and shots should not be lycra or close
fitting and must be mid thigh in length.

Jewellery - A single, small, stud earring in each
ear is acceptable. A single plain ring may be
worn. No bracelets or necklaces should be worn
(with the exception of those required for religious
observance). Note particularly that no other
piercings may be worn in school. Please be
aware, that students will not be permitted to wear
a nose stud or other piercing ‘to stop it healing
over’ even if the piercing has just been
undertaken - this is a Health and Safety issue in
a number of subject areas and they are not
permitted.

Please do support the uniform policy with your
child - whilst we will not send students home over
breaches in school uniform, we may require
students to wear suitable alternatives provided by
the school and/or may restrict access to social
time and lessons until the uniform error is
corrected.

Start of Next Term
T Macdonald

The new academic year starts for all students on
Tuesday 6th September. However, through the
morning there will be a staggered start for
students by year group. Final confirmation of start
times will be sent to each year group towards the
end of August, but for information here are the
proposed timings:

● Year 7 - 8.45am: Sports Hall
● Year 8 - 9.30am: Main Hall
● Year 9 - 10.00am: Main Hall
● Year 10 - 10.30am: Main Hall
● Year 11 - 11.00am: Main Hall
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Kingswinford Academy Scholarship Programme
N Abel

K
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Maths Treasure Hunt
R Deakin
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Catering Provision at Kingswinford
T Macdonald
Following an extensive tendering process, we have formed a partnership with Chartwells - a very
successful and experienced school catering provider - to offer our school catering provision. We are very
grateful to Mellors - our existing provider - for their support throughout the pandemic, but are equally
excited to welcome our new partners in September. Please see the welcome message and initial menus
below.
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Calendar
Week Beginning 5th September 2022

5th
September ● INSET day

6th
September ● Term begins - staggered start for students

7th
September
8th
September ● Y7 & Y9 Photography Day

Advance
Notices

● Aspire Awards Evening - 22nd September
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Asda Summer Scheme

Cost of living - Asda £1 meals all summer

Asda has just released a new scheme for the summer holidays, children can eat for just £1 at Asda Cafés
across England and Wales this Summer – with no minimum adult spend
Click on the link below for more information.

https://corporate.asda.com/

Police TikTok Update
Dudley LA

Please could I draw your attention to a TikTok trend of concern that we have been asked to share on
behalf of Dudley LA. We have received reports of this happening in Dudley by young people.

The Blackout Challenge Trend encourages people to try to choke themselves to unconsciousness or to
choke someone else to unconsciousness. Unfortunately at least 2 young children have died in the USA
attempting this challenge with a number of other children seriously harmed.

Please do ensure that your child does not attempt or engage in this challenge as it represents a very real
risk.

23

https://corporate.asda.com/


24



Clothes Labels
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