Week beginning 25th-29th April 2022 troductin

Dear Parent/Carer
Happy Easter!
I hope you are all having a wonderful break and enjoy the Easter Bank Holiday weekend (and the warmer
weather we seem to have right now! We can reflect now on both the successes of last term and the
importance and excitement of next term. This is another exciting phase of our re-emergence from COVID
and the Summer months, we hope, will bring with them some respite from the challenges we continue to
face. I will update you again with clearer guidance now that the restrictions have been all but lifted
nationally and as the schools information is updated.
Next term, we expect an even further return to normality. For our Year 11s this centres around
preparations for their exams (I hope you are all revising through this break!) but finishes with the wonderful
excitement and celebration of our Prom! For the rest of the school, we can focus on the the upcoming
Active Learning Week at the end of the Summer term - a little more excitement in stall, then, compared
with the last two years. On our journey there, and as we prepare for a new term, please support us in
returning fully to our pre-covid expectations and standards. A focus on some of our basics - equipment,
uniform and attendance - will see our students returning to school ready for a bright and exciting term.
Happy Holidays!

Tom Macdonald
Headteacher

1

Contents
Start of Term Arrangements Summer 2022
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
Scholarship Programme - Review of the Spring Term
Sporting Fixtures
Revision Roadmap
Dudley Council : Prom Advice for Parents
Calendar

2

Start of Term Arrangements
Summer 2022
On our return to school on Monday April 25th, we
will have a delayed start for students to enable
some essential safeguarding training and
timetable reorganisation for staff. Students should
arrive at school on Monday 25th April for a
9.45am start to the day. The day will be reduced
to accommodate this late start by shortening
each lesson by 10 minutes, but all scheduled
lessons and classes will take place for all
students.

Kit lists have now been handed out to all students
who attended the session on the 7th April so that
students can start collecting the items they need.
The school lends out tents, rucksacks,
compasses, maps and trangias so you do not
need to buy these unless you really wish to have
your own. If you did not get one then please
come and see me in SC3 or download one from
the DofE Google classroom.

Scholarship Programme - Review of
the Spring Term
N Abel
This term our scholarship programme has
provided a diverse range of opportunities for our
Top Scholars and Scholars.

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
K Wilkins
DofE Bronze expedition training will be starting
after the Easter holidays in preparation for your
first expedition on the 14-15th May.
It will be vital that students attend ALL training
sessions which will run on Thursdays after
school in SC3 for 1 hour and 15 minutes (until
4.15pm).
The first session will be Thursday 28th April and
will then run every Thursday until your Actual
assessed expedition on the 11-12th June.
Students must attend all sessions to build the
skills they need.
There have also been four First Aid assignments
posted on your Google classroom to be
completed and handed in by the first session on
the 28th April and an Expedition workbook
assignment to have a look at and start to
complete.
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Each Scholar has been given an electronic
journal to record the experiences they have been
receiving, which has enabled them to reflect on
how they are being supported and how their
personal potential and talents are progressing.
There are exciting plans underway for our
scholars to work with external partnerships within
their chosen field in the Summer Term. These
include a London trip for our Dance Scholars to
Pineapple Dance Studios followed by a trip to the
theatre to watch Mamma Mia, workshops and
training with the Wolves Academy (including
hopefully meeting some of the players).
The Music Scholarship team will be visiting
Resonance to record some pieces with a
professional team of sound engineers and
experience what it is like to record in a
professional studio and they will also have the
opportunity to visit Black Country Radio Station
and hopefully appear on one of their shows!
More news on the experiences available to all of
our Scholarship students will be published after
Easter.

Here are some reflections of this term from our
Top Scholars, Scholars and Staff:

became a scholar I have achieved lots of things
e.g mastering my new grade 2 song on
keyboard, learning the off beat with drums. I also
have enjoyed being in the scholarship band with
the other Music scholars and our school band as
well. It is cool to see others' abilities in music.

Dance
Meiri and Jessica were invited to perform at
Stourbridge Town Hall as part of our Windsor
Academy Trust Dance festival.
Meiri
Personally my favourite dances were the pointe
dance, the sing along dance and the duet from
Kingswinford. I liked ‘Fetch’ the pointe dance
because it showed a lot of technique and
precision and it really was just beautiful to watch.
I also liked ‘Back to the old school ’ sing along
dance because it was really entertaining and our
troupe had a lot of fun. I also liked the duet from
Kingswinford Academy ’All that Jazz’ because
they showed a lot of expression and it truly was
an incredible dance to watch.
Jess
My favourite dances out of them all was the
‘fight to freedom’ dance by Windsor alumni
dance company and ‘all that jazz’ by our year
11’s. I like these as they were both very
entertaining and they were enjoyable to watch
with their precision and great timing. I also
enjoyed the different styles of dance they both
had had as it was very interesting to see
interpretations of a lyrical contemporary dance to
a fun jazz dance.
had as it was very interesting to see
interpretations of a lyrical contemporary dance to
a fun jazz dance.
Music
Dan
I have really enjoyed being a Top Music Scholar
and I’m very thankful for being one. Since I
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I have performed in the WAT band as well as at
our Carol Concert as well. I'm looking forward to
achieving many other things with the Music
Scholarship programme.
Ben
In this term of the scholarship programme, I have
learned how to play the ‘Final Countdown’ in a
band as one of the school band drummers. I
have also played ‘Rock around the Clock’ in our
scholarship band. I have supported the school
choir with Dan as we have performed the drums
alongside their vocal performances and last term
I enjoyed playing with both the WAT Band and
our school band in the Carol Concert. I have also
been practising my guitar at home and now I
know how to play the chords of Em , E , Am and
G as well as many famous guitar riffs.
I’m also enjoying being a Scholar because it will
give me more opportunities that will support
my career choice, which I would like to have in
music. Being a Scholar will also help me to
improve my skills to a further level.
Lola
Since being a Top Music Scholar, I have enjoyed
being part of the school choir, our scholarship
band and performing in the Carol Concert and
the school production of Sister Act. I have also
been having vocal tuition to support my
technique. I have really loved being a Music
Scholar and I am looking forward to next term’s
trip to Resonance.

Art

Isabel

Mia

Elizabeth

PE
Mr Price
Our scholars in PE have taken on their rewarding
status by contributing to PE lessons in
responsible leadership positions; they have often
delivered warm ups for their peers, coached their
peers through the form of praise/constructive
feedback and had an insight into what life as a
PE teacher/sports coach would look like. Our PE
scholars have had the opportunity to participate
in educational workshops delivered by our PE

5

teachers which has included: Diet and nutrition,
sports psychology and strength & conditioning.
The scholars now look forward to become
connected with Wolves Foundation through the
form of Molineux roadshow and have a trip to
Molineux for a tour looming; as well as this, we
are planning to link ourselves with local sports
organisations/clubs to enhance the opportunity
for our scholars

understand it. Then we changed a few parts like
the animals and what they were doing. At our last
meeting, we had some time to perfect it and film
it in the Main Hall. We did this so the next year 7
can see how amazing French is.
Priya

Languages:
Elizabeth

Sowaibah

Meiri

Myself and the other French scholars met up
after school to discuss the programme and we
read a famous French poem called ‘La fourmi’.
Firstly, we translated it to English so we could
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I would like to thank all of the scholars for their
tremendous commitment this term and would
also like to thank the staff that have led and
supported
the
opportunities
within
our
scholarship programme. We are all looking
forward to seeing our scholars progress within
their areas of expertise and are excited to build
partnerships with professionals within the Sports,
Arts and Languages industry, as the scholarship
journeys continue.

Sporting Fixtures
C Cannings
Football
Year 10 Lost vs Wordsley 6-1
Year 9 Won vs Wordsley 3-2 (Won the league)
Rugby
Year 7
Won vs Beacon Hill
Lost vs Windsor
On Thursday the year 9 boys football team took
to the pitch in an away fixture at Wordsley
Secondary school in hopes of continuing their
unbeaten league run and becoming champions.
And it is just that which they did.

The game begins with both teams looking to test
the waters. A generally even start which saw
Wordsley take the lead within the first 10
minutes, catching Kingswinford on the break. The
game progresses, allowing our boys to grow into
the game and take a hold on the fixture. Some
great football complemented by tireless pressing
resulted in Kingswinford levelling through a
penalty, calmly slotted by Luke Hodges and
deservedly won by Jake Dixon. Throughout the
first half, opportunities continue to present
themselves to our year 9’s yet they struggle to
prove clinical, Wordsley also creating chances. A
strong first half ended all level at 1-1.
The second half begins. Another even start.
Again growing into the game allowed for our boys
to regain their rhythm. Some more great football
saw Kingswinford take the lead, a super finish
from Jake Dixon. Our boys looked to hold onto
the advantage but an unfortunate loss of focus
allowed for Wordsley to equalise. Again,
Kingswinford go pressing in search of a winner.
After a few missed opportunities, they finally
manage to do so, Tizo Idrissu with a lovely finish.
The game ends 3-2 to Kingswinford.
This win allowed the year 9’s to win their 3rd
game on the bounce and, in turn, make them
champions of their league. 3 games played, 3
games won, Thursday’s fixture topping off a great
campaign with some of the best football they’ve
played all season.
Year 9 boys football team champions, 2022!
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Revision Roadmap
E Wilkinson
Our roadmap is a gateway into revision and it will complement and augment everything that our class
teachers are doing so well. You will see that it has been divided into four clear sections which range from
evidenced-based self-quizzing techniques to gaining access to topic lists and practice papers for each
subject.
This is such a useful tool to help your child ASPIRE, self regulate and succeed in their exams. Click on
the Roadmap to Exam Success and follow the links on that page for more information.
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Dudley Council : Prom Advice for Parents
Unlicensed drivers are relatively rare in the taxi trade, but every year many people book unlicensed
chauffeurs to take their children to prom. Many of these unlicensed drivers offer their services through
social media such as Facebook Marketplace, or on internet sites such as Craigslist. Vehicles with 9 or
more passengers seats, such as limousines and party buses, are public service vehicles (PSV) licensed
by Traffic Commissioners. The driver must hold a Drivers Certificate of Professional Competence (DCPC).
Vehicles with 8 or fewer passengers seats, such as supercars, campervans and vintage cars are private
hire vehicles (PHV) licensed by local councils. The driver must hold a Private Hire Driver licence with the
same council that the vehicle and operator (company) are licensed with.
What can happen if they’re not licensed?
Not only will the company be breaking the law, but appropriate background checks may also not have
been done and the driver may be a danger to your children. The driver and/or vehicle will not be insured in
case of an accident, which may be more likely if the vehicle is unroadworthy due to not being licensed.
Can they supply alcohol?
Yes, as long as it is not to under 18s and there is a premises and personal licence in place. These are
issued by councils.
What should I do before I book a vehicle?
Ask for proof that they are licensed by the Traffic Commissioner or a local council. Make a note of their
licence number in case something goes wrong. You can also verify that the licence is still valid with either
the Traffic Commissioner at https://www.gov.uk/find-vehicle-operators or by contacting the council. If a
company has neither licence in place it can be reported to the DVSA, which has the power to remove
vehicles from the road. A professional company will also have a child protection policy which you can ask
to see.
How much will it cost?
This can vary and it is not unusual to cost several hundred pounds. You should ask for a quote in writing
beforehand and make sure that all the passengers are aware of the cost before booking a journey.
What should I do when the vehicle arrives to collect my children?
Ask the driver for photographic identification, the name the journey is booked in and the destination. There
should be an in-date licence plate on a private hire vehicle, or an exemption certificate. Operator discs are
on display in public service vehicles, such as limos.
What should I tell my children?
Advise them to wear a seatbelt at all times, and not to distract the driver. In case of emergency, they
should contact 999.
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Calendar
Week Beginning 25th April
Monday 25th

● Term Begins - Late start for students - 9.45am
● ADT Practical Exams Begin

Tuesday 26th
Wednesday 27th

● DTP/MEN ACWY vaccinations -Year 9

Thursday 28th

● Junior Maths Challenge (Years 7 & 8) 11am - 1:00pm

Friday 29th
Week Beginning 2nd May
Monday 2nd

● Bank Holiday (May Day) school closed - 2nd May

Tuesday 3rd
Wednesday 4th
Thursday 5th
Friday 6th
Advance notice

● External Exams start 11th May
● Break up - Half Term 27th May

10

11

Girls Football
I am the coach of a local under 14 girls football team, Kinver Colts and we are urgently in need of your
support. We are looking to recruit year 8 and year 9 girls to come and play for us.
Recently the number of players we have has dramatically fallen. We now only have 10 players to start a
game, meaning we cannot field a full side. This means we will be unable to finish the season and face the
heart wrenching possibility of having to fold.
We are a well-established friendly side and have been running for 6 seasons. We are an inclusive side
and concentrate on building skills, teamwork, and confidence. We train at Summerhill School on a
Tuesday evening and play games on a Saturday morning.
Kindest regards
Simon Jelley
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