
Week beginning 18th - 21st July 2022troductin

Dear Parent/Carer

What a fantastic day we had yesterday for Sports Day! Some amazing feats of athletics and incredible
performances from students (and some staff!) throughout the afternoon and well done to all of our
students who competed throughout the week for the sports day events. We also had our reward activities
through the last two days with over 500 students achieving a ‘film club’ award and many others choosing
to have a go on our inflatable assault course! For once the weather was perfect for sports day and the Ice
Cream van was busy throughout the afternoon (many apologies to any student who was unable to get an
ice cream - he was busily serving throughout the afternoon as fast as humanly possible - next year we will
get two ice cream vans!). One note of warning for all of our community - the ice cream van identified that
there are a large number of counterfeit £5 notes in circulation at the moment and identified a small number
of these on the day - these are very challenging for parents and students to spot so we do urge caution.
We did ensure that all students who had unwittingly carried a counterfeit note were able to get their ice
cream and we will contact parents to ensure they are aware.

You will note that there are weather warnings next week and further in this bulletin there is some specific
guidance about this, however we believe that all of our activities can run as planned with only limited on
site adjustments to ensure student safety - but please read and follow our guidance closely.

Finally, students arriving for on-site activities should note that the day is intended to start promptly at
9.00am, but we encourage them to arrive for 8.45am so that they can find their activity venue quickly and
easily. Also a brief reminder that the final day of school (Thursday) will end from 12.30pm and 12.50pm
(depending on dismissal from the celebration assembly).

Tom Macdonald
Headteacher
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Weather Warning
T Macdonald

As you will be aware a number of weather warnings have been issued for the midlands region and we are,
therefore adjusting our guidance and plans suitably to ensure we can keep all students safe during our
Active Learning Week. This guidance follows consultation with our Health & Safety provider; Local
Authority; Department for Education and Trip Venues. Should the weather predictions change between
now and Monday we may update this guidance but at present we believe that, with some adjustment, all
trips and activities can continue as planned.

General Guidance for all students

● Clothing: Students are not required to wear school uniform (see below) but should wear loose,
lightweight and light coloured comfortable clothing. Where students are going to be outdoors, they
should wear a suitable sunhat and sunglasses

● Suncream: parents should apply high factor (SPF50) suncream to their children before departing
to school and students should bring further suncream and reapply this to their child throughout the
day, especially when outside. The school cannot provide sunscreen for all students and so
students must bring sunscreen with them, especially on trips.

● Water: All students must bring a refillable bottle for water and drink throughout the day. On all trips
there will be opportunities for students to refill their water bottles and the school will bring additional
water bottles for use in emergencies.

On Site Adjustments
Kingswinford Academy is under a ‘red weather warning’ on Monday and Tuesday so we will be making
the following adjustments in line with our guidance:

● Doors and windows will be opened early in the morning to enable strong air circulation and kept
open throughout the day

● Blinds and curtains, where available, will be closed to limit heat gain from the sun.
● Room use will prioritise ‘cooler’ rooms
● Opportunities to refill water bottles throughout the day will be offered and reminders to drink often

will be given
● All staff have been briefed on the signs of, and immediate responses to, heat exhaustion and

specialist first aid trained staff are available throughout the day.

Trips and Visits

● Many of our trips are to locations that will be cooler thanKingswinford and are not subject to a ‘Red
Warning’ or even an ‘Amber Warning’, however in all cases we have reviewed the individual trip
circumstances and sought advice from the trip venue to ensure that students can be kept safe.

● In each case we have considered the activities involved and adjusted the activities and/or itinerary
where necessary to cope with increased temperatures.

● All venue providers and trip providers remain open and are willing to support our trips and have
provided information for staff (and students) about shade areas and water refilling availability.

● Staff are available on all trips with first aid training to provide support for students alongside venue
first responders.

● We will retain a live risk assessment of each trip (and in school activity) and should we consider
that the situation or risk changes, we will further adjust activities or curtail the trip to ensure student
safety.
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Non-Uniform arrangements
T Macdonald

On occasions (including throughout Active Learning
Week), students are allowed to wear clothes other
than the school uniform.

Whilst this allows students the opportunity to
express themselves as individuals, it must be done
so in an appropriate way. It is particularly important
that any student dress on these occasions
recognises that the school is still a working
environment, and further that student dress
complies with our expectations of safeguarding.
When not in uniform, therefore, students are to
follow the non – uniform dress code below.

In doing so, the following guidelines are to be
adhered to:

● Shorts, skirts and dresses, if worn, should be of
at least mid-thigh length;

● Leggings, if worn, must also be worn with a skirt,
dress or other top, of at least mid-thigh length.

The following items are prohibited:

● See-through clothing, for example see-through
shirts or blouses;

● Strapless or ‘string-strapped’ tops;
● Clothing which is revealing; for example,

exposing bare midriffs;
● Clothing which reveals underwear;
● Flip-flops or backless footwear, due to health

and safety issues;
● Clothing with offensive logos or text (e.g. swear

words)
● The usual School rules for Jewellery, hairstyles

and make-up stand for non-uniform days.

It is recognised that this dress code will not cover
all issues that may arise. Students may seek to
wear, for example, items which have not been
covered by the above guidelines, but which are
against the general sense of the dress code. In
such a case, or given any issue of dispute, the final
authority is the Headteacher

School Day Length Consultation
T Macdonald

We have conducted a consultation regarding the
length of the school day and thank you to those
who have offered their consideration. We have
decided to extend the length of the school day
by 15 minutes. This will mean the school day
starts at 8.45am for students and finish at
3.15pm.

● This enables a longer break and lunch to
provide students with more time for social
activities, lunch and toilet breaks in the day

● This enables lunchtime clubs and activities to
take place

● This better supports students who are currently
required to wait an excessive time for limited
bus services

● This meets the government expectations of
32.5 hours a week of ‘school time’

Concerns were raised regarding the following:

● Students who catch the No.5 bus - an
alternative service (No. 226) is available
shortly after the school closes that meets the
requirements of most students on the No. 5
route with little additional travel time

● Parents who have to collect siblings from
Primary schools or who have work
commitments - we are prepared to house
students until at least 4.00pm either in our
school library or in after school clubs to support
childcare arrangements (at no charge) and we
understand most primary schools are able to
offer out of hours childcare

● Congestion on Water Street - we continue to
request that parents make arrangements either
make use of bikes, walking or public transport
or make arrangements to collect their child a
short walk away from the school site.

On balance the benefits of making this change and
returning to a similar school day to that we held
prior to the pandemic outweigh the challenges
presented. If you continue to have challenge,
please work with your Head of House to seek
resolution to those individual challenges.
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Dudley Performing Arts
N Abel

If your child would like to learn to play an
instrument or continue with their instrumental
tuition from this year then please can you enrol
by following this link

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/things-to-do/dudley-pe
rforming-arts/information-for-parents-and-young-
people/music-lessons-in-schools/

Dudley Commonwealth Games
Festival
S Holder

 William Andrews won a golf tournament on 3rd
July. He won his individual match and his team
match against Shropshire at home they also won
against Edgbaston also away at Bromsgrove and
to Williams credit they were able to finish at the
14th hole on 2 of those occasions as it was
impossible for the other teams to win the
matches. He had 2 shots on par 4. Well done
Will!

Rainbow Flag Award
T Macdonald

A number of our students meet regularly as part
of a thriving and active, student led, LGBT+
society. As a school we have always held dear
the importance of equality and inclusion so are
very proud to support our students in the creation
and running of this and other community groups.

Our students within this society have requested
we seek a 'Rainbow Flag' award in recognition of
our existing LGBT+ inclusion and approaches.
This award scheme is intended and designed to
support schools in ensuring that they have an
inclusive approach to education that works within
and meets the statutory and legal requirements
and guidance alongside the RSE curriculum all
schools are required to deliver.
We are keen that, with any student-led project,
the views of all our students are considered and
so students will receive a short 'Google Form'
asking 'Should Kingswinford Academy seek a
Rainbow Flag award' with an opportunity for
students to share their own comments.
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Mental Health and Wellbeing
C Hall

We understand that positive mental health and
wellbeing are essential to the development of
happy and successful young people. Mental
Health and Wellbeing Signposting Information
can be found on our Academy's website - please
click HERE.

This list provides sources of mental health and
wellbeing support for parents and for young
people. It signposts users to appropriate support,
help and advice. You will also be able to view the
Mental Health and Wellbeing half term
newsletter, which is sent to students. The
newsletters include a wide variety of activities
and information to support your child. Please
take a look.

We aim to create a culture of positive mental
health and wellbeing across the community,
where all parents, carers and students feel
comfortable and confident to talk about their
mental health and where support is readily
available for all. We are looking at our current
provision - your feedback is imperative. Please
complete the questionnairePlease kindly
complete this questionnaire

Should you have any questions or queries in
regards to this, please contact Miss C Hall -
Mental Health and Wellbeing Lead
chall@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

Asda Summer Scheme

Cost of living - Asda £1 meals all summer

Asda has just released a new scheme for the
summer holidays, children can eat for just £1 at
Asda Cafés across England and Wales this
Summer – with no minimum adult spend

Click on the link below for more information.

https://corporate.asda.com/

6

https://www.kingswinfordacademy.org.uk/school-life/student-welfare-and-personal-development/mental-health-and-wellbeing/?query=MENTAL
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11fmfgUe_Tss3jVWBfhQ2MnzIAUl8V2dgm1CocMo8y2g/edit?ts=62a30c5a
https://corporate.asda.com/


Calendar
Week Beginning  18th July 2022

18th
● Work Experience Week
● Active Learning Week Trips - Alton Towers,Chester

Zoo, St George's Park, Newquay, PGL, London

19th ● Blackpool Pleasure Beach Trip
● Dudley Zoo Trip

20th ● Drayton Manor Trip
● West Midlands Safari Park Trip

21st ● Term ends - early finish for students 12.30 pm

Advance
Notices

● GCSE Results Day -25th August
● 5th September INSET day
● Term Begins - 6th September
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Junior Hockey Sessions

My name is Andy Porter – I’m Club Captain of Finchfield Hockey Club.

We’re based in Wombourne (near Bratch Locks) but play all our hockey at
The Royal School, Penn Road Wolverhampton

We were established in 1958 and currently run 6 men’s teams, 1 ladies team
and 1 junior side (which is mixed boys and girls U14)

We’re running some junior sessions on upcoming Saturdays (all the details
are in the below link) for anyone that fancies giving hockey a go

https://finchessummertraining.carrd.co
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Girls Football

I am the coach of a local under 14 girls football team, Kinver Colts and we are urgently in need of your
support. We are looking to recruit year 8 and year 9 girls to come and play for us.

Recently the number of players we have has dramatically fallen. We now only have 10 players to start a
game, meaning we cannot field a full side. This means we will be unable to finish the season and face the
heart wrenching possibility of having to fold.

We are a well-established friendly side and have been running for 6 seasons. We are an inclusive side
and concentrate on building skills, teamwork, and confidence. We train at Summerhill School on a
Tuesday evening and play games on a Saturday morning.

Kindest regards

Simon Jelley
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