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Introduction to Options
Headteacher: Mr Macdonald

Dear parent / carer,
Your child is embarking on an exciting and
challenging part of their life at Kingswinford
Academy, as they pick their options and progress
into Key Stage 4.
This is the opportunity for students to make a
number of choices regarding the subjects and
types of course they wish to study in Years 10 and
11, to enable them reach their future goal.
Students need to consider their choices carefully
and think about whether their plan is to go to
university after college or to go directly into work.
We will offer advice and guidance to support
students in making this important decision,
through the pastoral team, subject teachers and
form tutors.
To help you, this booklet:
•

gives you information about each subject

•

tells you which subjects are Core Subjects (i.e.compulsory) and which subjects are Options (i.e. choice allowed)

•

gives advice on decision making and explains how to fill in the options form when decisions have been made

In recent years, the Government has made a number of changes to the curriculum and the way some subjects will be
assessed. In addition, they have made it clear to schools and academies which subjects are considered to be essential
without formally adding them to the core entitlement, through creation of the English Baccalaureate. At Kingswinford,
we place a priority on student choice and this year we are offering an open choice for three of the four subjects each
student must choose.
To achieve the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) students must achieve five GCSEs at grade 5 or above in the following
subjects: English, Maths, two Sciences, History or Geography and a Modern Foreign Language. Computer Science has
also been added to the EBacc subject list as one of the Sciences. It is expected that in the future, colleges, universities
and employers may use EBacc as a measure of a student’s success at KS4. It may form part of the selection criteria for
entry to further and higher education. You may wish to consider this when you discuss your child’s options with them.
Above all, I want students at Kingswinford Academy to have the opportunity to choose a suite of subjects that inspire
and enthuse them, allowing progression to the next stage of their education and the career of their choice.
Mr T Macdonald
Headteacher
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Options Process
Dear students,

The types of courses available are explained in this booklet along with potential routes of progression.
Please read it carefully, to ensure you choose the courses that are best for you. Deciding on the most
suitable programme of study is an important task and we strongly advise that you take time to gather all the
relevant information and ask questions if you need additional help.
To assist you with this process, teaching and support staff are here to help you:

Subject guidance: Subject teachers are the best people to discuss your suitability for the courses
they will be teaching. Ask them about the course content, the types of assessment you will face and your
expectations of the course. They will be able to answer your questions and help you to choose the right
subjects for you.

Careers support: In order to support you in making your choices we have specialist subject staff
available in all options to explain the courses and answer any questions that you have along with careers
advice from Mr Mroczko, Miss Woodhouse and the Connexions careers service.

Pastoral Support: We have an extensive pastoral team including your Form Tutor and your Head of
Year who are very experienced in supporting students through the options process. Speak to them and get
their advice on your choices – they have helped out many students in the past and will have insights into
the process.

Remember the date for submitting you Options Form is Friday 26th
March 2021
Making the right decision is very important. We want you to enjoy your studies at Key Stage 4 and making
the right choice will influence the rest of your education and possibly the rest of your life. Please use all the
help and advice available to you.
If you want to discuss anything to do with the options process or have questions that you cannot get answers
to from the staff listed on this page, please contact me directly.
Good luck with your option choices
Mr Jones
Assistant Headteacher – Curriculum
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Curriculum information
Pathways guidance
Before picking your options this year, you need to think about your future destination.
Where do you want to get to in the future? Thinking about college and beyond is essential so that
you pick the subjects that allow you to get to your future destination. There are different pathways
that you can choose that will open doors to a range of universities or employment routes. Consider
the following:

Top universities - to be accepted at a top university, perhaps from the Russel group, you might
want to consider taking the subjects that fulfil the full English Baccalaureate and select Geography
or History, French and then two other GCSEs. While the Ebacc suite of subjects is not an absolute
requirement to study at elite universities, the subjects that make up the Ebacc will certainly help
you to get on to a wide range of courses that they offer and will be useful in accessing many
professional careers.
University route - to go to university we would advise that you prioritise taking GCSEs to help
open your path to A-Levels that you need for progression on to degree level courses. There are
a wealth of degree courses available at universities so choosing a selection of well-valued GCSEs
will ensure that you have the opportunity to choose the future path that is right for you.

Employment routes - if you prefer to go into employment after college, then consider what career
you might want to pursue. If your career choice is more academic, then a mixture of GCSEs and
vocational qualifications would help you to progress on to many different college courses, opening
the door to an array of career choices. If your career choice is more practical in nature, then you
might want to take more vocational qualifications and then build on them at level 3 when you go
to college.

Types of course on offer:
GCSE courses are those where the syllabus, coursework and examinations are controlled by the
various Examination Boards. The information given in the GCSE subject pages should enable you to get a
good idea of what each course involves.

BTEC / Cambridge National qualifications

are nationally recognised, vocational
qualifications valued by both further and higher education institutions and industry. They offer a different
learning and assessment style to GCSE courses, with stronger emphasis on teacher assessment.
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Types of assessment

When choosing subjects you should be aware of the type of assessment involved. Some GCSE courses
have an element of controlled assessment. If you choose a combination of courses with heavy controlled
assessment components you may find the workload and deadlines difficult.
If you are well organised, able to work independently of the teacher and enjoy project type work you may
be suitable for a course that includes an element of controlled assessment.

Terminal exams
Usually these consist of one or more written papers taken at the end of the two year course. For most
subjects this will be the most significant influence of your final grade.

Controlled assessment
In other cases ‘controlled assessment’ means parts of the coursework have to be completed under exam
conditions. This may be marked either by the teacher or sent to the exam board.
Non-examination assessment (NEA) is the new term for any aspect of a course which isn’t done as a
terminal exam.
Oral assessments are where you have speaking and listening tests assessed by your teacher with the
marks submitted to the exam board to count towards your final grade.
Practical assessment is where you have to demonstrate your practical ability. Usually assessed by the
subject teacher but sometimes by people from the exam board. These marks count towards the final grade.
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Advice to students

READ

this booklet several times – there is a lot of information to take in

ASK

subject teachers, your form tutor, Miss Airey or Mr Jones if there is anything you
are not sure about or would like more information about

THINK

about all the subjects open to you

THINK

carefully about your future and progression routes, as well as the possible impact of
the English Baccalaureate

TALK

about your ideas and choices with parents / carers

TALK

about subjects you are choosing with teachers of that subject and Year 10 students
that are already taking it

CHECK

you are definite about your choices before submitting the options form

DON’T

choose a subject simply because your friends are choosing it. Their needs may be
totally different from yours and you may not be in the same group anyway

DON’T

choose a subject simply because you like the teacher as you may have a different
teacher next year

DON’T

choose a subject simply because it is new or because it sounds glamorous check it out carefully

DON’T

be late with your options form
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Subjects on offer
Core Subjects
All Students will follow a core curriculum:
* English Language and English Literature
* Mathematics
* Combined Science
* Core PE (non- assessed)
* Students will study Work Related Learning, Sex and Relationships
Education and the nationally required Religious Studies, (content in tutor time and assemblies).

Option Subjects
Students will then select four options from the following list:
Art
*

GCSE

Art Textiles

GCSE

Computer Science

GCSE

Creative iMedia

Cambridge National

Dance

GCSE

Design and Technology

GCSE

Drama

GCSE

Enterprise

BTEC

*

French

GCSE

*

Geography

GCSE

Graphic Communication

GCSE

Health and Social Care

BTEC

History

GCSE

Music

GCSE

Photography

GCSE

Physical Education

GCSE

Religious Studies
Sport Studies

GCSE
Cambridge National

Statistics

GCSE

Triple Science

GCSE

*

*

*The Option GCSE Subjects asterisked are included as part of the English Baccalaureate.
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GCSE English Language (Core)
Exam board: AQA

Course description
This course provides one GCSE qualification in English
Language although there is a clear crossover in skills
between this and the GCSE English Literature course that
students will also be completing.
During this course, students will encounter a variety of writers
through their study of both non-fiction and fiction texts.
Opportunities for writing for different audiences, purposes and
genres are present throughout the course and are examined at the
end of Year 11 through GCSE. This will include writing both
creatively in regards to descriptive writing, and persuasively in
regards to arguing a point of view. Candidates will also be
assessed on their ability to speak and listen appropriately in a
range of different situations to develop confidence and skills vital
for later life.

Assessment
•

•

Where can it take me?
This specification provides a coherent, satisfying
and worthwhile course of study for students,
whether they wish to pursue the study of English
Language beyond GCSE or whether GCSE will be
their last experience of studying the subjects. The
qualification provides a route to the study of
English Language at A Level.
Further information
Please contact: Mr Cannings
(Faculty Director of English)
Useful Website
www.aqa.org.uk

Two examinations lasting 1hour 45 minutes, each worth
50%, to be sat at the end of the course.
An oral presentation
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GCSE English Literature (Core)
Exam board: AQA

Course description
This course provides one GCSE qualification in English
Literature and is designed to complement the GCSE English
Language course.

Where can it take me?

Students will encounter a variety of different writers through their
exploration of a 19th century novel such as Robert Stevenson’s The
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Modern Drama such as J. B
Priestley’s An Inspector Calls and a collection of poems centered
around the theme of ‘Power and Conflict’. All candidates will also
study a play by Shakespeare such as Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet or
The Merchant of Venice.

This specification provides a coherent,
satisfying and worthwhile course of study for
students, whether they wish to pursue the
study of English Literature beyond GCSE or
whether GCSE will be their last experience
of studying the subject. The qualification
provides a route to the study of English
Literature at A Level.

Assessment

Further information

Two examinations, both to be sat at the end of the course:

Please contact: Mr Cannings
(Faculty Director of English)

Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel - 40% (1 hour 45 minutes)
Modern Texts and Poetry - 60% (2 hours 15 minutes)

Useful Website
www.aqa.org.uk
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GCSE Mathematics (Core)
Exam board: Edexcel

Course description

Where can it take me?

GCSE Mathematics is a qualification that is required by
most employers and is required for entry to further or
higher education and so it is an important subject to
study. The syllabus and assessment consists of maths
fit for the modern world and presented in authentic
contexts.

GCSE Mathematics is an important
foundation for many courses which may be
taken in employment or further education.
This qualification provides a route to the
study of A Level Mathematics and A Level
Further Maths.

It allows students to develop mathematical independence
built on a sound base of conceptual learning and
understanding.

Assessment
There are 3 exam papers, testing calculator and noncalculator skills.
There is a choice between two levels of entry: Foundation
for grades 5 to 1 and higher for grades 9 to 4. Your teacher
will help you to decide which level you should enter during
year 11.

Further information
Please contact: Mr V Patel
(Faculty Director of Mathematics)
Useful Websites:
www.edexcel.com
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GCSE Combined Science (Core)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

All students will study GCSE Science in Year 10
and 11.

With GCSE Combined Science students can
progress to traditional A-Levels in all Science
subjects or to a Level 3 BTEC Science course.

In GCSE Combined Science, students will study a
range of Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics
over the two year period. They will obtain two
GCSE grades at the end of the course.

Assessment
The course is assessed at the end of Year 11 and
consists of two Biology, two Chemistry and two
Physics papers, each assessing different topics,
including practical skills. All the papers are 1 hour
15 minutes in length and can be taken at
Foundation and Higher tier. The papers are equally
weighted, each being worth 16.7% of the grade and
containing multiple choice, structured, closed short
and open response questions.

Higher Education in Science can for example
lead to careers in: medicine, nursing, dentistry,
pharmacy engineering and technology.
Further information
Please contact: Mrs D Castle
(Faculty Director of Science)
Useful Website
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combinedscience-trilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance
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GCSE Triple Science (Core plus option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

If students choose the GCSE Triple Science
route they will study all three Sciences i.e.
GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE
Physics, as separate courses, over the two year
period, hence this route is suited to the more
able.

With GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics,
students can progress to traditional A Levels in all
Science subjects or to a Level 3 BTEC Science
course.

The additional time provided by this option choice
is required to successfully complete the further
content to sit three separate Science GCSEs.

Assessment
All papers are 1 hour 45 minutes in length and can
be taken at Foundation and Higher tier. The papers
are equally weighted, each being worth 50% of the
grade.
• GCSE Biology – 2 papers of 1hr 45 mins each
• GCSE Chemistry – 2 papers of 1hr 45 mins each
• GCSE Physics – 2 papers of 1hr 45 mins each

Higher Education in Science can for example
lead to careers in: medicine, nursing, dentistry,
pharmacy engineering and technology.
Further information
Please contact: Mrs D Castle
(Faculty Director of Science)
Useful Website
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology8461/specification-at-a-glance
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry8462/specification-at-a-glance
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics8463/specification-at-a-glance
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GCSE Fine Art (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

If you want to develop artistic skills, expand your creativity and
imagination then you will enjoy GCSE Art and Design.

You will benefit from studying
Art if you are interested in the
following:

In this course you will explore a wide range of media, surfaces and
techniques. Possibilities for personal expression are endless. After
recording your ideas and observations through photography and drawing,
you will develop your ideas with reference to a range of artists and styles.
You will experiment with a wide range of media, later concluding your work
by producing a final outcome.

Assessment
There are two aspects to your assessment:
• Component 1 Portfolio: produce a sustained project and a selection
of further work that represents the course of study. This is worth 60% of
your overall marks.
• Component 2 Externally set assignment: there’s a separate externally
set task paper for each title. It features seven tasks and you have to
complete one of them. You get preparation time, plus ten hours of
supervised time. This is worth 40% of your total marks.

Animator, architect, art therapist,
costume designer, fashion
designer, graphic designer,
illustrator, jewellery
designer, landscape artist,
prop maker, set designer,
web designer, textile artist,
make-up artists,
hairdresser, photographer.
Further information
Please contact: Mrs S Bianco
(Curriculum Leader of Art)
Useful Website:
www.aqa.org.uk
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GCSE Art Textiles (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

This GCSE is one of the options offered by AQA. It is a strand of, and has the
same assessment areas as Art and Design but focuses on using fabric to
create decorative textile pieces. In this course you will explore a wide range
of techniques for example, printing, digital manipulation of images, stitching,
weaving and felting as well as other construction methods.

You will benefit from studying Art
Textiles if you are interested in the
following:

After recording your ideas and observations through drawing and painting,
you will develop your ideas with reference to a range of artists and styles.
You will experiment with a wide range of materials which will result in a final
outcome. Studying Art Textiles will help you to demonstrate your individuality,
your creativity and your passion for designing.

Assessment

Fashion designer, Retail designer,
Artist, Visual media, Fashion buying,
Product design, Theatre design
Further information
Please contact: Mrs E Wilkinson
(Faculty Director of Art, Design and
Technology)

There are two aspects to your assessment:
• Component 1 Portfolio: produce a sustained project and a selection of
further work that represents the course of study. This is worth 60% of your
overall marks.

Useful Website
www.aqa.org.uk

• Component 2 Externally set assignment: there’s a separate externally set
task paper for each title. It features seven tasks and you have to complete
one of them. You get preparation time, plus ten hours of supervised time.
This is worth 40% of your total marks.
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GCSE Computer Science (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

In this course you will develop your programming skills with a
view to building functioning applications. In addition you will
learn how a computer works at the base level.

This course enables students to study the
subject at A Level or university. The
increasing importance of computing means
there will be a growing demand for
professionals who are qualified in this field.

Assessment
Paper 1: Computational thinking and problem solving, code
tracing and applied computing as well as theoretical
knowledge of computer science - Written exam set in
practically based scenarios: 2 hours. 50% of GCSE.
Paper 2: Written assessment - This is the theory section of the
course, which is broken into various different topics. You will
learn about computer hardware and software, programming
concepts, and binary mathematics, along with several other
new topics. The unit is assessed in Year 11 with a written
examination lasting 1 hour 45 minutes. 50% of GCSE.

The course is also an excellent preparation if
you want to study or work in areas that rely on
the skills you will develop, especially where
they are applied to technical problems. These
areas include engineering, financial and
resource management, science and medicine.
Further information
Please contact: Miss McFarlane
Useful Website web.aqa.org.uk
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Creative iMedia (Option)
Exam board: OCR

Course description

Where can it take me?

Creative iMedia explores a range of creative media skills through their
practical use. The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip
learners with a range of creative media skills and provide opportunities
to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such as research,
planning, and review, working with others and communicating creative
concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, learners will
ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose creative media products.

The course is designed to give
students a broad understanding
of a range of media technologies
and their applications.

Assessment
The course is divided into 3 centre-assessed modules that students
work on and complete in school and a 1hr 15 minute examination.
The exam is focused on Pre-production skills. One of the centreassessed modules focuses on creating digital graphics. The other two
will be chosen by the teacher and can cover websites, digital animation,
sound and video sequences or computer game design.

Future careers in ICT, digital
marketing, game design or
graphic design would all benefit
from this course.
Further information
Please contact:
Mr Fendek (Faculty
Director of Computing)

Useful Website
www.edexcel.com
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GCSE Dance (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

The study of dance as an art form develops students aesthetically and
creatively.

BTEC National Diploma in Dance
(3 courses available to study
including Extended Certificate,
Diploma and Extended Diploma)
or A Level Dance

Dance also supports learning across a range of subjects. As performers,
students develop confidence and self-esteem as well as self and body
awareness, sensitivity to others and team-working skills. Effective performance
requires physical effort and the determination to succeed and improve.

Assessment
Component 1
Performance 30% (40 marks - 15 marks for set phrases and 25 marks for
duet/trio performance) - Set phrases through a solo performance
(approximately one minute in duration) - Duet/trio performance (three and a
half minutes in duration)
Choreography 30% of GCSE (40 marks)
Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a group
dance for two to five dancers (three to three and a half minutes)
Component 2
Dance Appreciation 40% of GCSE 80 marks Questions Based on students’
own practice in performance and choreography and the GCSE Dance
anthology - Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

You will benefit from studying Dance
if you are interested in the following:
Choreography, gymnast, dancer, fitness
coach, personal trainer, PE teacher
Further information
Please contact: Miss Horton

Useful Website
web.aqa.org.uk
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GCSE Design and Technology (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

This course focuses on modern materials and production methods as well as wider
issues such as environmental impact, renewable energy and enterprise. These topics
will be taught using a combination of skills building tasks and project work.

Career Routes: Construction
Industry; Carpentry, Electrical
Installation, Property
Development, Structural
Engineering, Quantity Surveying,
and Architecture.

In Year 10 students will concentrate on acquiring the technical skills necessary to
produce a variety of practical outcomes whilst learning more about the design
process. In Year 11, a self-generated project showcases the techniques acquired in
a creative way. The project embraces all aspects of the design process and students
will need to use current industrial practices to generate, evaluate, and implement
design ideas.
During the course learners will gain a basic understanding of all of the core materials
but can only choose one of the following practical areas to specialise in. Students
can choose from Resistant Materials, Textiles or Product Design.

Assessment
In Year 11 a final project is completed that is worth 50% of the final grade; this is in
the form of a controlled assessment project where students decide upon a product to
make that responds to a particular contextual challenge. There is also a theory
examination worth 50% of the final grade which features a variety of short and longer
mark questions as well as mathematical problem solving questions.

Engineering; Mechanics,
Mechanical Design Engineering,
Manufacturing Engineering,
Aeronautical and Automotive
Engineering, and Product
Designing.
Further Information
Please contact: Mrs E
Wilkinson (Faculty Director
of Design and Technology)
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GCSE Drama (Option)
Exam board: Edexcel

Course description

Where can it take me?

You will have the opportunity to develop and perform your own original devised
work, as well as the writing of published playwrights. Set texts and written
responses will require you to articulate how you would perform in certain roles,
and design for certain scenes, putting practical work at the heart of this course.

Post 16 courses are available for
continued study, including A level
Drama and A level Performing Arts
and BTEC Performing Arts.

Assessment
Component 1: Devising (40%) - In small groups you will create and develop an
original performance piece. There are two parts to the assessment:
1) a written document that is 1500-2000 words in length (45 marks).
2) a devised performance (15 marks)
Component 2: Performance from Text (20%)
You will perform two scripted extracts from a published play
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (40%)
This is a 1 hour 30 minute written exam
1) You will answer questions based on an extract from a set text from the view
point of performer, director and designer (45 marks)
2) Evaluation of a live theatre performance (15 marks)
*Note – it is expected that students choosing this option will take part in
school productions and other performance related extra-curricular
activities.

Career opportunities include:
Arts & theatre administration, arts
journalism, director, actor, designer,
playwright, stage management, theatre
management
Further information
Please contact: Mr Cotterill
(Curriculum Leader of Drama)
Useful Website

www.edexcel.com
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Enterprise BTEC (Option)
Exam board: Edexcel

Course description

Where can it take me?

This qualification is the same size and level as a GCSE and is
aimed at everyone who wants to find out more about enterprise
and entrepreneurship. You will learn about the ideas, mindsets and
successes of enterprises and entrepreneurs. You will learn about
planning, finance and how to take a product to market. You will
develop an idea for a small enterprise of your own and plan how
best to set it up and fund it. You will work with others in order to run
a small enterprise, using your knowledge and building your
entrepreneurial skills.

You may want to go on to further
study such as A levels or BTECs in
areas
such
as
Business,
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship,
Marketing, Computing or IT.

Assessment

Useful Website
www.edexcel.com

Component 1 - Exploring Enterprises
Internal (coursework)

For further information
Please contact: Miss L
Palmer

Component 2 - Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity
Internal (coursework)
Component 3 - Promotion and Finance for Business
External examination
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GCSE French (Option)
Exam board: Edexcel

Course description

Where can it take me?

The GCSE French course is broken down into four
units which cover the four language skills: reading,
writing, listening and speaking.

Languages lend themselves well to many sectors
such as IT, engineering, law, pharmaceutical
industry, journalism, customer relations, travel and
tourism, hospitality, sales and the car industry.

You will develop and polish the skills and language
you have been learning since Year 7 as well as
deepen your knowledge of the countries where the
language of your choice is spoken.
You will cover topics such as: identity; school; future
plans and aspirations; travel and tourism; global and
international issues; culture and celebrations.

Assessment
Unit 1: Speaking (25% of GCSE)
Unit 2 Listening (25% of GCSE)
Unit 3 Reading (25% of GCSE)
Unit 4 Writing (25% of GCSE)

In an increasingly competitive job market, it is clear
that foreign language proficiency adds significant
value to a candidate’s portfolio of skills, and can give
them the real competitive edge when applying for jobs.
Further information
Please contact: Miss J Curtis (Curriculum Leader
of MFL)
Useful Website
www.edexcel.com
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GCSE Geography (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

The GCSE Geography course is a two year course that covers both
human and physical geography alongside geographical skills. Within
physical geography, you will study issues around natural hazards,
physical landscapes of the UK including coasts and rivers alongside
ecosystems, tropical rainforests and cold environments.

Whether it is A Level Geography or
other Level 3 courses, a GCSE in
Geography is a relevant platform
for continued learning.

Your study of human geography will include urban issues and
challenges, economics and resource management with a focus on
food and water. Throughout each unit, you will learn and develop a
wide range of geographical skills including map skills, graph skills
and statistical skills.

Many different and varied careers
beyond school also still respect
the qualification and view it as
being very useful.

Assessment
You will sit 3 external examinations at the end of Year 11. There is
no controlled assessment.
Paper 1 and Paper 2 examine your physical and human geography
knowledge respectively.

Further information
Please contact: Mr Child
(Faculty Director of Humanities)
Useful Website
web.aqa.org.uk

Paper 3 assess your ability to apply your geographical knowledge to
current issues and fieldwork situations.
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Graphic Communication (GCSE)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

This course is perfect if you want to develop your skills in Art and Design,
both hand drawn and digitally.

Graphic Communication opens the door
to lots of exciting careers:

If you have an interest in marketing, logo design, advertising as well as
product design then this is the course for you. We will complete lots of exciting
projects such as Film promotion, Magazine design, Design history and
Typography and Logos.

• Graphic design • Marketing, Theatre
designer • Animator • Video game designer
• Illustrator • Architecture • Product design •
Advertising • Publishing • Interior design •
Fashion and media journalism • Retail
design • Exhibition design • Visual media •
Teaching New technologies, Web Design,
Sign Making, Body Art, Digital Design

You will work both in a sketchbook and digitally to perfect your portfolio.
Here are some of the outcomes that you can use to express your creativity:

Assessment
There are two aspects to your assessment:
Component 1 Portfolio: You will complete a number of projects that
showcase your skills in Year 10 before moving onto your own sustained
project. Your work will be documented in a sketchbook, display boards and
on digital packages. This is worth 60% of your overall marks.

Further information
Please contact:
Mrs E Wilkinson (Faculty
Director of Art, Design and
Technology)

Component 2 Externally set assignment: AQA give us an externally set
task paper. It features seven tasks and you have to choose one to complete.
You get preparation time, plus ten hours of supervised time to produce a final Useful Website
outcome. This is worth 40% of your total marks.
www.aqa.org.uk
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Health and Social Care BTEC (Option)
Exam board: Edexcel

Course description
This subject gives students the knowledge, understanding and
technical skills through a vocational context.
The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sectorspecific knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment.
The main three areas, which cover:
• Skills and processes, such as interpreting data to assess an
individual’s health, and designing a plan to improve their health and
wellbeing
• Attitudes, namely the care values that are vitally important in the
sector, and the opportunity to practice applying them
• Knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, processes and
attitudes, including human growth and development, health and
social services, and factors affecting people’s health and wellbeing.

Assessment

Where can it take me?
About 3 million people work in health or social
care. Health care roles include doctors,
pharmacists, nurses, midwives and health care
assistants, while social care roles include care
assistants,
occupational
therapists,
counsellors and administrative roles. Together
they account for nearly one in ten of all paid
jobs in the UK. Demand for both health and
social care is likely to rise so they will continue
to play a key role in UK society, and the
demand for people to fill these vital jobs will
increase.
Further information
Please contact: Mrs Purewal
Useful Website www.edexcel.com

Human Lifespan Development (Internal Unit)
Health and Social Care Services and Values (Internal Unit)
Health and Wellbeing (External Unit – 40%)
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GCSE History (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

Our GCSE in History inspires students’ enthusiasm for history. They
develop their understanding of the present by studying significant
periods and themes from the past at a local, national and global level,
engaging with a range of contemporary sources and later
interpretations.

Whether it is A Level History or other Level 3
courses, a GCSE in History is a relevant
platform for continued learning.

For Paper 1 (Understanding the Modern World) students will complete
a Period Study of Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and Dictatorship,
teamed with a Wider World Depth Study of Conflict and Tension: The
Inter-War Years 1918-1939.
For Paper 2 (Shaping The Nation) students will complete a Thematic
Study on Health and the People: 1000c to the present day, teamed with
a British Depth Study of Elizabethan England c.1568 - 1603.

Assessment
You will sit 2 external examinations at the end of Year 11. There is no
controlled assessment. Paper 1 and Paper 2 (each worth 50% of the
final grade) examine your source skills and ability to explain complex
historical events.

Many different and varied careers beyond
school also still respect the qualification
and view it as being very useful. Key
examples include journalism, publishing,
teaching, a career in politics, and heritage
management.
Further information
Please contact: Mrs Naujeer
(Curriculum Leader of History)

Useful Website
www.ocr.org.uk
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GCSE Music (Option)
Exam board: OCR

Course description

Where can it take me?

In this course you will study five key areas of music, through composing and
performing activities as well as analysing tasks. You will perform and compose in
many styles. Examination compositions can be in the style of your choice, on any
instrument (including the voice) or using the iMacs. You will study how concertos
developed from the Baroque era, through to later Classical and Romantic eras. You
will study world music and descriptive music (including film music and video games).
You will also explore the history and development of pop music styles from the 1950’s
to the present day.

Post 16 courses are available for
continued study, including A level
Music and A level Performing Arts
and BTEC Performing Arts.

Assessment
You will need to perform at least 4 minutes worth of music (consisting of a solo and
ensemble performance) and compose at least 4 minutes of music which will be based
upon styles of your choice. Coursework is internally assessed and then moderated
externally. The listening exam is externally assessed by the examiners. It is vital that
you can either perform on an instrument competently (instrumental tuition would be
beneficial but highly skilled self-taught musicians can choose GCSE Music as well) or
perform using your vocals. Listening exam 40%, Coursework – 60%

Career opportunities include:
Music therapist, Arts journalism,
director, musician/performer, sound
technician, teacher or lecturer, Arts
& theatre administration.
Further information
Please contact: Miss Abel
(Faculty Director of Performance)
Useful Website
www.ocr.org.uk

*Note – it is expected that students choosing this option will be proficient in at
least one instrument or have strong singing ability. Instrumental tuition can be
arranged to support students who opt for GCSE Music.
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GCSE Photography (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

Have you a love of Photography? Would you like to learn skills to create
fantastic images?

You will benefit from studying
Photography if you are interested
in the following:

If you opt for this course you will be required to demonstrate the knowledge,
skills and understanding as defined in the Art and Design Core Content section
of this specification. In addition, you will be required to develop ideas through
investigations- connecting to existing photographers as well as looking at the
history of photography. Understand photographic practices in the creative and
cultural industries to their work and use a digital SLR camera and Photoshop to
develop your digital photography work.

Assessment
There are two aspects to your assessment:
• Component 1 Portfolio: produce a sustained project and a selection of further
work that represents the course of study. This is worth 60% of your overall
marks.
• Component 2 Externally set assignment: there’s a separate externally set task
paper for each title. It features seven tasks and you have to complete one of
them. You get preparation time, plus ten hours of supervised time. This is worth
40% of your total marks.

Animator, architect, graphic
designer, illustrator, web designer,
visual marketing, media.
Further information
Please contact: Mrs S Bianco
(Curriculum Leader of Art)
Useful Website
www.aqa.org.uk
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GCSE Physical Education (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description

Where can it take me?

You will receive a well-rounded and full introduction to the world of PE,
sport and sport science by developing an understanding of how the mind
and body works in relation to performance in physical activity.

A good grade in GCSE Physical
Education will enable you to
continue with the subject onto the
Advanced Physical Education
course.

This course will also offer you the opportunity to develop your skills in a
wide range of sports and activities which will help you improve your own
performance.

Assessment
2 External Exams – 60%: At the end of the course the external exams will assess
your knowledge and understanding of the theory element of the course.
Practical – 30%: You will be assessed in 3 of your strongest sports (one team
activity, one individual activity and a free choice).
Coursework – 10%: You will also complete an analysis and evaluation of
performance to bring about improvements in your sporting performance.

*Note – it is expected that students choosing this option will
already be part of sporting clubs in school or outside of school and
have a high level of personal fitness and commitment to sport.

Career opportunities:
Sports Analysis, Sports and
Exercise Psychologist,
Physiotherapist, Nutritionist,
Healthcare Scientist
Further information
Please contact: Miss S Holder
(Curriculum Leader of PE)
Useful Website
www.aqa.org.uk
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GCSE Religious Studies (Option)
Exam board: AQA

Course description
The course is divided into 2 sections:
1] The study of 2 religions exploring their beliefs,
teachings and practices – the two religions studied are
Christianity and Islam
2] The study of 4 ethical and philosophical themes
We will choose 4 from the following:
• Relationships and families - sex, marriage, divorce
• Religion and the origins and value of human life
• Philosophical arguments on the existence of God
• Religion and war, peace, terrorism.
• Religion, crime and punishment
• Religion, human rights, wealth and social justice

Where can it take me?
Whether it is A Level or other Level 3
courses, a GCSE in Religious Studies is a
relevant platform for continued learning.
Career Opportunities
Solicitor, Journalist, Teacher, Doctor or
Nurse, Social Worker
Further information
Please contact:
Mr Child (Faculty Director of Humanities)
Useful Website web.aqa.org.uk

Assessment
2 written exam papers of 1 hour 45 minutes each.
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Sport Studies (Option)
Exam board: OCR

Course description

Where can it take me?

This sports course is taught through four units, each unit having a sports
focus, from practical performance and leadership to contemporary issues
within sport. Students’ time is spent developing practical skills and expertise
which is then placed in real life sporting assignments.

Completion of the course is an excellent
platform to continue on to study BTEC
Level 3 at college.
Careers:
• Sports therapist
• Sports science
• Sports coach/consultant
• Nutritionist
• Fitness instructor
• Personal trainer

This offers flexible learning, as students are able to complete assignments
using word processing, video evidence, PowerPoint / verbal presentations
and practical demonstrations. It also provides opportunities for additional
qualifications in first aid, sports leadership and sports coaching.

Assessment
This is a predominantly coursework based qualification with 25% of the
overall grade a compulsory examination. The exam focuses on contemporary
issues in sport and the remaining units cover practical sports performance,
sports leadership and sport in the media.

Further information

Please contact: Mr Gould
Useful Website
www.ocr.org.uk

These are assessed through a combination of practical and theoretical
evidence gathered throughout the year. There are a number of assignments
that must be completed for each of the units. These are graded over four
different levels, Level 1 Pass in addition to Level 2 Pass, Merit and Distinction.
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GCSE Statistics (Option)
Exam board: Edexcel

Course description

Where can it take me?

This course will give students the opportunity to
combine theoretical mathematical methods, ICT
skills and practical applications.

The skills you learn will really help you in your
normal mathematics, as well as letting you see
how mathematics is used in the real world.

Much of what is reported in the media has some form
of statistical basis and it is important to be able to
recognise misleading or incorrect information.
These skills will also be of benefit in many occupations
where the use and interpretation of statistical methods
are required. If you choose this option you will be able
to take the higher or foundation level, so it is open to
all ability levels.

Assessment
The course is entirely assessed by exams. These will
be at the end of the course, where you will take two
written papers, both calculator and both one and a half
hours long.

The knowledge acquired, is highly transferable to
other subjects, being useful for A Level courses
in: Mathematics, Geography, Psychology,
Business
Studies,
Economics,
Biology,
Sociology and more.
Further information
Please contact: Mrs R Deakin
(Deputy Faculty Director of Mathematics)
Useful Websites:
www.edexcel.com
www.mathsgenie.co.uk/statistics
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Choosing your options
Our Options Process
Student’s choices are “guided” choices. Guided, we hope, by an agreement between staff, parents and
student’s own interests and by consideration of future educational and career needs. Hence the importance
we attach to the options process and the amount of time we have devoted to designing an options package
which we hope will meet the needs of students.

Subject combinations and clashes
This year you have a wide choice of subjects and types of course on offer. However, certain combinations
are not permitted either because of the constraints of timetabling subjects at the same time or because there
is considerable overlap in the course content. We will do everything we can do avoid your subjects ‘clashing’
and so, hopefully, we should be able to arrange for you to study the subjects of your choice. The affected
subjects are indicated on the options form.
Making every subject for every Year 9 student ‘fit’ is not easy and sometimes impossible. Mr Jones arranges
the options for everyone and he will talk to you about your subject choices if there are any problems. Note: It
is the policy of the school that all students commencing a course are entered for the examination. There is
no opportunity to ‘drop’ a subject during the Key Stage 4 course.
**Food Preparation and Nutrition – this option has been removed from the subject choices this year
due to staffing constraints. We will contact you if the situation changes and we are able to run this
option.

The Options Form
Parents and carers will receive an electronic link to the Options Form. This is to ensure that all students have
discussed their choices and parents/ carers are in agreement with them.
Please complete each section and check the choices carefully. Once the choices have been collated and the
provisional timetable planned, we will confirm these choices with students.
If a student wishes to change an option choice after submission, please contact Mr Jones directly.

The final deadline for submitting your Options
Form is Friday 26th March 2021
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