
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 11 Achieve Excellence - Parent & Carer Support Guide 
Music 

 
Key Exam Information: 
Exam Board: OCR J536 
Assessment:  

●​ 30% Integrated Portfolio   (Solo performance & 1 Composition in a chosen style) 
●​ 30% Practical Component (Ensemble performance & 1 Composition to an examination brief) 
●​ 40% Listening Examination (written & listening examination based on the 5 Areas of Study) 

 
 
Course Overview:  
October - December 

●​ Practical Component Ensemble Performance rehearsed (looking at control of technique, fluency, 
accuracy, use of expression and ensemble awareness) 

●​ 1st draft of the ‘Composition to a brief’ completed 
●​ Retrieval of AOS2, AOS3, AOS4 and AOS5  (including examination practice) 
●​ AOS3 - Introduction to Greek music (to support the mock examination) 

 
January - February Half Term 
 

●​ Practical Component Ensemble Performance rehearsed (looking at control of technique, fluency, 
accuracy, use of expression and ensemble awareness) 

●​ ‘Composition to a brief’ completed (including the written account) 
●​ Week beginning 9th February - Performance Examinations (Solo & Ensemble performance) 
●​ Retrieval of AOS2, AOS3, AOS4 & AOS5 (including examination practice) 
●​ AOS3 - Introduction of Israeli & Palestinian music 

 
March - May 
 

●​ Retrieval of AOS2, AOS3, AOS4 & AOS5 (including examination practice) 
 
 
Key content/ skills covered: 

●​ Performance techniques 
●​ Composing devices 
●​ Stylistic features for AOS2, AOS3, AOS4 & AOS5 
●​ Examination techniques (analytical questions, comparison questions, dictation and identification 

of specific stylistic features using key musical terminology) 
 



 
 
Dates of key assessments and deadlines: 
 
03/11/25 - 13/11/25 - Year 11 Mock Examinations 1 
09/02/26 - 13/02/26 - Performance Examinations 
13/02/26 - Integrated Portfolio & Practical Component compositions coursework completed  
23/02/26 - 27/02/26 - Year 11 Mock Examinations 2 
05/06/26 - Music GCSE Listening Examination 
 
Links to past papers and revision guides: 
 
GCSE Music Examination Paper 2024 
GCSE Music Mark Scheme 2024 
GCSE Music Examination Paper 2023 
GCSE Music Mark Scheme 2023 
 
 
Links to revision sites/ resources: 
 
BBC Bitesize Music OCR 
Rhinegold GCSE OCR Revision book 
Rhinegold GCSE OCR Study Guide 
Rhinegold GCSE OCR Listening Tests 
 
 
Point(s) of contact: 
 
Miss Abel - nabel@kingswinford.windsoracademytrust.org.uk 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/727616-question-paper-listening-and-appraising.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/727699-mark-scheme-listening-and-appraising.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/704846-question-paper-listening-and-appraising.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/704931-mark-scheme-listening-and-appraising.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv7gxyc
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-GCSE-Music-Revision-Guide/dp/1785581619/ref=sxts_b2b_ccp_search_w_op?content-id=amzn1.sym.555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5%3Aamzn1.sym.555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5&crid=LOYVLDR7DI38&cv_ct_cx=gcse+music+books+ocr&keywords=gcse+music+books+ocr&pd_rd_i=1785581619&pd_rd_r=a91da0c9-06c0-4409-8f83-ee9b04754a84&pd_rd_w=RLOb2&pd_rd_wg=QR47u&pf_rd_p=555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5&pf_rd_r=XSVP30SMZE4Q2VZAD8GB&qid=1759411763&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=gcse+music+books+ocr%2Caps%2C107&sr=1-1-bc9dfccb-380f-472f-b729-b0a719acb600
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-GCSE-Music-Study-Guide/dp/1785581597/ref=sxts_b2b_ccp_search_w_op?content-id=amzn1.sym.555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5%3Aamzn1.sym.555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5&crid=LOYVLDR7DI38&cv_ct_cx=gcse+music+books+ocr&keywords=gcse+music+books+ocr&pd_rd_i=1785581597&pd_rd_r=a91da0c9-06c0-4409-8f83-ee9b04754a84&pd_rd_w=RLOb2&pd_rd_wg=QR47u&pf_rd_p=555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5&pf_rd_r=XSVP30SMZE4Q2VZAD8GB&qid=1759411763&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=gcse+music+books+ocr%2Caps%2C107&sr=1-2-bc9dfccb-380f-472f-b729-b0a719acb600
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-GCSE-Music-Listening-Tests/dp/1785581600/ref=sxts_b2b_ccp_search_w_op?content-id=amzn1.sym.555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5%3Aamzn1.sym.555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5&crid=LOYVLDR7DI38&cv_ct_cx=gcse+music+books+ocr&keywords=gcse+music+books+ocr&pd_rd_i=1785581600&pd_rd_r=a91da0c9-06c0-4409-8f83-ee9b04754a84&pd_rd_w=RLOb2&pd_rd_wg=QR47u&pf_rd_p=555f56de-a330-40b9-824b-c25f183988e5&pf_rd_r=XSVP30SMZE4Q2VZAD8GB&qid=1759411763&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=gcse+music+books+ocr%2Caps%2C107&sr=1-4-bc9dfccb-380f-472f-b729-b0a719acb600

